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11 February 2022 

Early Years Visit to Panda Panda 

What an absolutely fabulous finale to our Chinese New Year celebrations this year! The 

year of the tiger celebrations of 2022 ended with a favourite trip of ours to Panda Panda             

restaurant. Thank you so much to Sharon for opening especially for us, and for all the effort 

you, Emily and your chefs went to in order to make our children feel so special. 

 

The food, as always, was delicious and the children were treated to amazing service and a 

wonderful variety of foods to try. It was so lovely that you and Emily chatted to all of our 

children and made them feel so welcome. 

We can’t thank you enough for this afternoon and we hope to visit again next year.  
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Each of our pupil voice groups leads Tuesday’s worship with Mrs. 

Sixsmith. This week was the turn of the Safety Superheroes Pupil Voice 

Team.   

One of these actions is online safety. Tuesday was a special day to talk 

about this, because it was the 8th February, Online Safety Day.  

‘Minds to Learn and Hearts to Care’ is our School Vision. The 

Safety Superheroes want to encourage our young people to 

use their learning minds to understand why they need to be 

safe online and their caring hearts to look after one another 

as well behind a screen, as face-to-face. They found a story 

called ‘Digiduck’s Big Decision’ to help them explain this. At 

the end, the team asked questions about being a good friend 

to others on the internet. 

The Safety Superheroes reminded everyone that Online 

Safety Day does not mean that we only keep each other safe 

on the internet on this day only, it means that we should 

practise it every day. 



Head Teacher: Mrs L Sixsmith             Minds to learn hearts to care. 

 

For parents and carers Keeping Children Safe Online  

Children love using technology and are learning to navigate websites, online games and consoles, and touch screen 

technology like iPads and smartphones from a young age. Children need support in these environments, to get the 

best out of using the internet right from the start.  

Where do I start? The best way to keep your family safe online, and to understand your children’s internet use, is to 

use the internet together. Be positive and embrace the technologies that your children enjoy using, and look out 

for any safety features that may be available.  

Should I set any rules? Creating a family agreement is a useful way to establish your expectations regarding online 

activities. It might include time spent online, sites that can be visited, and behaviour expected; remember, what’s 

right and wrong offline is also right and wrong online.  

How can I supervise my child? Placing your computer or laptop in a busy part of the house can make it easier for 

you to be involved in your child’s technology use. Portable devices, for example smartphones, iPod Touch, games 

consoles and tablets can still be supervised and used where you can see them. 

How much time is too much time? There are some strategies that can be used to help manage time spent online, 

such as agreeing time limits or using time limiting tools, designating weekly times to use the internet together, or 

removing portable devices from your child’s bedroom at night to avoid tiredness.  

Are there tools to help? Your internet service provider, and your mobile phone operator, will provide free filters to 

help block age inappropriate content for children. The websites of device manufacturers (e.g. games consoles) also 

outline the controls to which you have access. Parental controls are a great help, but not a complete solution, and 

work best in combination with supervision and engagement, to help your children understand how to stay safe 

online.  

What advice can I give my child? Education is the best tool that a child can have, so discuss the importance of tell-

ing an adult immediately if someone, or something, upsets them online. Other immediate strategies to deal with 

unwanted content or contact could include; switch the screen off, close the laptop, exit the website, or turn the 

iPad or phone over and put it down. It is also important that your child realises that other internet users may not be 

who they say they are and that ‘friends’ made online are still strangers, so all personal information should be kept 

safe. 

What games are ok for my child to play? There are many different online games and playing experiences, e.g. com-

puters, consoles, internet games and apps. Gaming may be the first way that your child encounters life online. 

Some games however are for older audiences and contain language or images that are not suitable for children. 

Therefore it is important that the games your children play are the correct age rating, which is determined by the 

game’s content. Playing games yourself can be fun and will also enable you to identify the safety features provided, 

such as reporting to a moderator, and help you identify whether in-app adverts are displayed or purchasing is al-

lowed. You can disable ‘in-app’ purchasing on a number of devices within the settings. Where can I report? Reports 

can be made to websites through safety/help centres and moderation services. If you are suspicious about the be-

haviour of others online, reports can be made to CEOP and inappropriate media content, online and offline can be 

reported via Parentport. Criminal content online can also be reported to the IWF.  

 

For the full advice, visit childnet.com/parents-and-carers. 



Head Teacher: Mrs L Sixsmith             Minds to learn hearts to care. 

Stars of the Week awarded on 11 February 2022 

 

Reception:  Poppy Carpenter for a fabulous effort in phonics 

Year 1: Nuala for super empathy and understanding in RE. Lucas for having a cracking week. 

Year 2:  Ava H for being extremely confident and having a positive attitude towards school life.  

Kayson for fantastic doubles in maths 

Year 3: James W for great enthusiastic reading and Erin M for lovely descriptive writing. 

Year 4:  Yasmin B for working super hard on spellings this week 

Year 6: Cathryn for being a pleasure to have in the class 

Children’s certificates will be laminated before being sent home 

Upcoming dates 

February half term holiday 

Monday 21 to Friday 25 February. Children return to school on Monday 28 February 

World Book Day  Thursday 3 March 

Class photographs  Wednesday 9 March 

Red Nose Day  Friday 18 March 

CPD days 

School closed to all children on Thursday 7, Friday 8 April and Thursday 28 April 

Easter holiday 

Monday 11 April to Friday 22 April. Children return to school on Monday 25 April 

Jubilee Day 

School closed to all children on Friday 29 April 
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Free Football Taster Sessions—Girls in Years 1-6 

We have the opportunity to offer to girls in years 1-6 the opportunity of free football sessions here at St 

Anne's in conjunction with Bishop Auckland Girls Football Club.  The sessions will be held outside, so the 

girls will need suitable clothing and football boots (only if they have them). 

The session dates are Wednesday 16th February, Wednesday 2nd March and Wednesday 9th March 2022 

- 3.30-4.30pm 

If your child would like to attend, please email your child's name, year group and that they would like to 

attend the football taster sessions to stannes@durhamlearning.net to book a place. 

World Book Day—3 March 2022 

World Book Day is fast approaching and this year our theme is ‘you are a reader!’ 

Some of the exciting activities we will be holding in school are: 

• Dress up as your favourite character from a story. 

• Share a story! 
• Pupils may enjoy sharing books with other children or classes. Please bring along your favourite book 

to share. 
• Children will receive their £1 World Book Day book token to exchange for a book of their choice at 

participating retailers. 
•  
Absence reporting 

Polite reminder that if your child is absent from school, to please contact the Office with your child’s rea-

son for absence.  If it is more convenient a voicemail message can be left before 8am each morning.  If we 

have not received a call or message, you will be contacted. 

Sickness bugs 

Polite reminder that children who have sickness or diarrhoea must stay at home for 48 hours from the 

last episode.  

Uniform policy update 

In line with Health and Safety guidelines and other local primary and secondary schools, children will no 

longer be allowed to wear any form of earrings, unless they are within the six weeks period for new pierc-

ings.  Please inform the school in writing if you plan to have your child’s ears pierced, which we strongly 

recommend is done over a holiday period.  Thank you for your support 

One way system 

Could we please remind you that the one way system is still in place when dropping and picking 

up your child from school.  We would be grateful if you could please remind other family mem-

bers or friends who may collect your child. 
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