26 November 2021

Children’s Church Council
Last weekend, one of our Year 6 children went
to the Diocesan Synod as part of the
Children’s Church Council. There are only two
of these councils in the country and we are
lucky to have one of them up in the North
East, here in County Durham. William and the
other Children Council members had to tell all
present at the Synod, what their plans were
going to be in bringing the Word of God to
people in the area. It’s a daunting thing
talking in front of so many people, and
although he said he was nervous, William did
a great job!

Year One worked together to
create a dove of peace. Our class
value is Peace. We all choose a
different colour and printed onto
the dove. We hope that you enjoy
our work.
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Minds to learn hearts to care.

Crafting our doves of peace.
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Exploring Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:3.
Alison spent an afternoon working with Y4 on the Creation story. The class discussed the
biggest gifts they had ever been given, from X-boxes to brothers and sisters! Alison spoke
about gifts so big that they are hard to see because we don’t really know they are there,
like the gift of Creation.
Alison re-told the Creation story, using pictures to illustrate each day. The class discussed
the parts of the story that they liked the best and what they thought were the most
important parts. They then looked at what would happen if they took one part of the story
out; would the story continue in the same way?
After this, the class looked at two Bibles that Alison had brought along. One was a Bible
with text only and the other was a Bible for a very young child, with little text and brightly
coloured pictures. Aiden and Ava read the Creation story out from each Bible and the class
discussed what was the same and what was different. They then thought about who wrote
the Creation story? Who was it written for? Who knew what happened before there were
any people? The lesson of deep thinking and discussion was ended by celebrating the part
the children liked best, or thought was the most important, with a colourful drawing.
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Year 4 visit from The Bowes Museum
On Monday 22nd November, Year 4 were visited by
Sarah Dellar from The Bowes Museum to deliver a
workshop to compliment their topic of Romans.
After a brief recap about how the Roman Empire
grew, the children were introduced to some authentic
artefacts from this time. They were able to handle the
items, guess what they were and how they were
made.
The children examined pots and vases as well as
looking at board games and wax writing tablets. They
examined replica coins in gold, silver and bronze
noting the value was determined by the weight of the
coin.
After break, the children made Roman head pots from
air-hardening clay. Using the replica pot brought in
from the museum along with postcards from Pierce
bridge, the children made a pinch pot. They added
detail using tools to scratch on a face and hair. Then,
they used a ‘scratch and slip’ technique to attach a
nose. The children had so much fun! The results were
great! It was a great morning learning about the
Romans!
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COP26 - Eco Warriors Team
Earlier this month, the Eco Warriors Team enjoyed a visit from Rio from Oases (Outdoor
Education Specialists) to talk about Climate Change. With COP26 recently over, climate
change is big on our minds and our Eco Team want to come up with ways to make our
school community more environmentally friendly. But first, throwing an inflatable world to
each other, we discussed ideas of what we understand climate change to be. We then, with
the help of cards, worked out the cycle of events that have led to climate change
happening. The children managed to get it into the correct order pretty quickly and with
great debate.
With Rio’s help, we also came up with lots of ways we can make a small impact here in our
school. So watch this space, you will hear about these in due course! We then made a
model of our school and included lots of things we like about it, like our bike shed as it
encourages people to ride to school rather than take the car, and things we would like to
have in an ideal world, such as solar panels. The children were wonderful and worked so
well as a team. Rio was really impressed with all of their knowledge and how well they all
worked together. Well done Eco Warriors!
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Remembrance
On Wednesday 10 November, Rev Matt came into school to lead us in a time of
Remembrance. He got us to think about how we remember things either by using a diary, a
calendar, or having our Mums tell us. We saw some of Rev Matt’s medals from serving in
the army, and thought about all of those who had fought for peace and those who still do.
The children were so respectful and fabulously engaged throughout. Thank you Rev Matt
for leading our Remembrance Worship.
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School Football
Congratulations to our school football team who over the past 4 weeks have taken
part in the Education Enterprise Football League at King James School. They played
other local primary schools and finished fourth in the league. Well done everyone, we
are very proud of you all!
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Stars of the Week awarded on 26 November 2021

Year 1: Esme for beautiful handwriting and presentation. Poppy S for being caring to others
Year 2: Mollie for excellent effort in maths and Miles for having a positive attitude towards
learning
Year 3: Lennox for fantastic independent Maths and Grace for always being interested and
enthusiastic
Year 4: Oliver D for fantastic column subtraction
Year 5: Harry for brilliant work on factors and multiples
Year 6: Charlie and Lucie H for super creative writing

Flu nasal spray 1 December
NSPCC Christmas Jumper Day Friday 10 December. Further details to follow.

Christmas Lunch in school Tuesday 14 December. Further details to follow.
Thursday 16 December Party Day and school closes for Christmas holidays at 3.30pm.
Friday 17 December Staff PD day—school closed for all children
Tuesday 4 January Staff PD day (whole school SIAMS training—school closed for all children
School reopens for children Wednesday 5 January
Future Staff PD Days:
Thursday 7 and Friday 8 April (whole school reading training) - school closed for all children
Friday 29 April (Jubilee Day) - school closed for all children
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