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30 September 2020 

Buddies 

Normally at this time of the year the Year 6 children really look forward to 

meeting their Reception Buddies, however, this year we had to do things a bit 

differently.  Instead of meeting in person our Year 6 class wrote letters to their 

Buddies telling them about all the lovely things they can look forward to during 

their journey through St Anne’s.  The children really enjoyed introducing   

themselves to their little friends. 
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Harvest Festival 

As part of our worship this week we will be making a collection for the 
needs of our local community and would be very grateful for donations of 
tinned food, biscuits or any other non-perishable items. Please send them 
into school anytime from now until next Monday and leave them in the box 
outside our reception and we will then arrange to take them to Woodhouse 
Close Foodbank to be distributed to   people in need. 

Rev Matt also extends a warm welcome to everyone to ‘virtually’ attend the 
Harvest Festival that will take place online from St Anne’s Church in the Market Place Bishop Auckland, at 
11am on Sunday the 4th October. Please visit https://baparish.church/ for more information and join in via 
Facebook live Bishop Auckland Parish. 

Claire, the new Children & Families Mission Leader (5-11s) for the parish, would also like to highlight 
‘Kingdom Kids’ to all our families. Claire says: “It’s great fun! We have a Bible story or theme as a focus 
and offer a range of activities including a prayer time. We also have a weekly challenge that the children 
can get stuck into! It’s a church activity for 5-11s which is open to all.” 

In its current format, the parish provides the weekly activities to families electronically and children can 
complete them at a time that works well for their family. If you would like to find out more, please feel 
free to email Claire: claire@baparish.church or ring the church office: 01388 603497. 

 

Hello Yellow—Friday 9 October 

It’s so good to back in school with all of the children despite the compli-
cations of the ‘new normal!’ 

More than ever we are encouraging the children to talk about their feel-
ings so that we can support their emotional health.  As part of our well-
being programme we have signed up to take part in World Mental Health 
day on Friday the 9th October with the Young Minds campaign “Hello Yel-
low.” 

We are asking the children to wear something yellow on the day and will be setting up a fundraising page 
if you would like to donate to the Young Minds charity. 

The children will take part in some activities in class encouraging them to think about their feelings and 
how we can manage things when they get tricky.  We will also be producing a film with their top tips and 
have a lovely recorded message to share with them from our town Mayor Joy Allen. 

Thanks as always for all your support. 

Catherine Simpson 

School Chaplain 

https://baparish.church/
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Stars of the Week awarded on 18 September 2020 

Reception: Isaac for settling quickly into Reception class and being beautifully behaved 

Year 2:  Miles for outstanding maths 

Year 3:  Matilda for working hard and Aiden for creative writing 

Year 4:  Liam for super work in maths this week 

Year 5: Allegra for settling down well into Year 5 

Year 6:  Molly C for being a superstar 

Children’s certificates will be laminated before being sent home 

Ukulele lessons 

On Monday 21st September, Year 4 began ukulele lessons 

with Mrs Coulls, our peripatetic music teacher, from Durham 

Music Service. The children were very excited to be learning 

to play an instrument and Mrs Coulls was super impressed at 

their positive attitude and listening skills. The lesson began 

with a listening game around pitch and rhythm and some 

basic information about the different parts of the ukulele. 

Then the children played some notes using a rhyme to help 

them remember which string was which! This week, they 

were learning about chords and had a try at playing the C 

chord. Everyone is enjoying their ukulele lessons!  

Stars of the Week awarded on 25 September 2020 

Reception: Lola for settling quickly into Reception class and being a lovely friend 

Year 1:  Amelia for 100% effort with everything she does and Frankie for showing great    

resilience and patience all week 

Year 2:  James W for an excellent attitude at school and being happy 

Year 3:  Yasmin W for being hard working and helpful. Richard for amazing artwork 

Year 4:  Sophia for super science work 

Year 5: Georgia and Jayden for excellent progress in maths 

Year 6:  Jack S for excellent writing 

Children’s certificates will be laminated before being sent home 
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23 September 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Re: Gatherings at School Gates 

As children and young people have been returning to schools over the past few weeks, I would like to take the opportunity 
to remind parents, grandparents and carers to be mindful of the importance of social distance when dropping off and   
collecting their children from the school gates. 

We know that many children have started school for this first time, and parents and children are gathering at the school 
gates. However, I would like to remind everyone on the school run that Covid19 is now circulating in the community and 
we all need to continue to work together to reduce the transmission of the virus.  

I would urge parents to be mindful of the coronavirus guidance and work with us and the school to keep everyone safe by 
keeping more than 2 metres apart wherever possible from people outside your household, to prevent the spread of 
Covid19. 

School leaders are working hard to make sure that children are safe in school and that the risk of the virus spreading is 
minimised. We all have a responsibility to keep our communities safe and we need the support of parents, grandparents 
and carers when they are at the school gates.  

The most recent guidance is set out in the links below: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/north-east-of-england-local-restrictions 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-
covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing 

Please keep your distance, please do not gather in groups and remember: 

HANDS Wash your hands regularly and for 20 seconds. 

FACE  Wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may be difficult, and where you will come 
into contact with people you do not normally meet. 

SPACE Stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in 
place (such as wearing face coverings or increasing ventilation indoors) 

Together we can make a difference if we all play our part to keep each other safe.  

 
We appreciate your ongoing support which is helping to keep our schools open and your children in education. 
 
Yours faithfully 

Amanda Healy, FFPH 

Director of Public Health 

Chair of North East DPH Network 

Adult and Health Services 

Durham County Council 

County Hall  

Contact: Amanda Healy, FFPH 

Direct Tel: 03000 264323 

Fax:   

email: 
your ref: 
our ref: 

Amanda.healy@durham.gov.uk 
  
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/north-east-of-england-local-restrictions
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
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Dear Parents and Guardians         23 September 2020 

This is an important letter to share some information on how we can work together to make sure we can continue to give      

children and young people the best education in the safest way possible. 

One important part of ensuring the safety and wellbeing of pupils, students, parents and our communities is testing for         

coronavirus.  We all have a duty to make sure that the right people have access to get tested at the right time.  Every time a test 

is used inappropriately, a person with COVID-19 symptoms may miss out on getting tested. 

Therefore, I ask that you all follow these principles: 

You should only book a test if your child has any of these 3 coronavirus symptoms: 

1. A high temperature: any new high temperature where your child feels hot to touch on their chest or back  

2. A new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 

3. A loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss of smell or taste or things smell and taste different to  
normal 

Your child does not need a test if they have a runny nose, are sneezing or feeling unwell but do not have a temperature, cough 

or loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste because these are not normally symptoms of coronavirus. 

If you are unsure about whether to get a test, please check the official list of symptoms on the NHS website, which is reviewed 

regularly. 

Only the person with symptoms should get a test.  You do not need to get a test for anyone else in the household unless they 

also have any of the 3 symptoms listed above.  All members of the household need to self-isolate whilst waiting for the test  

result. 

If the person with symptoms’ test comes back positive, other members of their household should continue self-isolating for 14 

days and only get a test if they develop coronavirus symptoms. 

If a pupil or student in a class or bubble tests positive for coronavirus, anyone who is advised to self-isolate does not require a 

test unless they subsequently develop symptoms. 

No one else in the same class or bubble as the symptomatic person needs to take any action unless advised by the school or 

college.  Schools and colleges have detailed guidance and access to a Department for Education and Public Health England help-

line for advice and support. 

Contacts of a person who has tested positive must follow the guidance carefully and in full, which means they must stay at 

home for 14 days.  This is because it can take several days following contact with an infected person before an individual       

develops symptoms or the virus can be detected.  Students should only book a test if they get symptoms. 

The NHS has produced some guidance to help parents understand when their child can and cannot attend school which you 

may find useful. 

It is vital for children and young people’s learning and future opportunities that they are able to return to school and college.  It 

is therefore vitally important that we all work together and do our bit to make this possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

Professor Viv Bennett CBE 

Chief Nurse and Director Maternity and Early Years, Public Health England 

Dr Susan Hopkins 

Interim Chief Medical Officer, NHS Test & Trace 

Deputy Director, Public Health England 

Consultant in Infectious Diseases & Microbiology, Royal Free, London 
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Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club bookings are now available online, for the remainder of this half term.      

Polite reminder that children should not arrive early for breakfast club and will only be al-

lowed into their class at the designated time.  If you have any queries  relating to Breakfast 

Club bookings, please telephone the Office on 01388 603359. 

Date for your diary 

Flu immunisations will take place on 2 December 2020. Further details to follow. 

Dogs on site 

Could we please remind you that dogs should not be brought onto school site. 

One way system and social distancing 

We are working continuously to make school as safe as possible for all children, their fami-

lies and staff.  Upon our return earlier this month, we introduced a one-way system around 

the school building, entering via the car park gates, around the bottom of nursery and re-

ception class, then back through the yard,   exiting along the footpath. We would like to 

thank you for your support with this system and ask that you continue to follow govern-

ment social distancing recommendations when waiting at the gates, walking around school 

and also leave the site.  Could we please ask that your child/children remain with you 

when leaving the site and avoid letting them running ahead into other people’s space. 

School bags 

Under the current guidance, children are not to bring into school any bags, with the excep-

tion of a lunch bag, if they are on packed lunch. 

Medication in school 

If your child has been prescribed  medication, under current guidance your teacher can ad-

minister the medication during school hours.  Please note that only prescribed medication 

can be administered and an authorisation form must be completed by Parent/Carer.  Forms 

available from each classroom. Medication must be collected from your child’s classroom 

on a daily basis by an adult. 
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As we start the new term we are finding our usual “September illnesses” rearing their heads already.  In 

order to clarify the different symptoms for different illnesses we have put together some information to 

help. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

• A high temperature 

• A new, continuous cough  - this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than normal) 

• A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste—this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of the above symptoms. 

The table below identifies the symptoms of other illnesses that can sometimes be confused with “Covid 

symptoms” 

If your child displays symptoms related to the Covid-19 symptoms please refer to the flow chart on the 

next page, to see what you should do at each step of the way.  Should you have any further questions or 

concerns then please do not hesitate to contact the Office on 01388 603359 and we will be more than 

happy to answer any of your queries. 

 

Thank you once again for your continued support, it is much appreciated! 

Covid-19 Allergies Flu Cold 

• Fever 

• Body aches 

• Shortness of 

breath 

• Dry cough 

• Sore throat 

• Nausea 

• Diarrhoea 

• Loss of smell or 

taste 

• Headaches 

 

• Sneezing 

• Itchy eyes/nose/

throat 

• Headaches 

• Clear runny nose 

• Seasonal  

• Cough often with 

mucus 

• Body aches 

• Fever 

• Fatigue 

• Stuffy nose 

• Clear or coloured 

nasal mucus 

• Sore throat 

• Cough 

• Runny nose with 

discoloured mucus 

• Muscle or body 

aches 

• Sneezing 

• Headache 

• Sore throat 

• Fever unlikely 
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