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NEWSLETTER 
St Anne’s CE Primary School 

Giant Advent Calendar An unusual Christmas 
attraction in Bishop Auckland this year will be a gi-
ant advent calendar opening up day by day in the 
town’s shops between December 1st and Christmas 
Eve. Following the success of Bishop Auckland’s first 
Advent Windows in 2017, the theme this year is 
Christmas Stories from Around the World. Partici-
pating shops are taking part, alongside 24 schools 
and other organisations who are designing the win-
dow displays. The first window will open at Auck-
land Tower, Bishop Auckland Market Place at 11am 
on December 1st.   Auckland Tower’s festive win-
dow will be opened by Jane Ruffer, Leadership 
Team Chair at The Auckland Project.  Several of the 
windows that will open later in the month will be 
opened by representatives of the nations whose 
stories are being illustrated.  

By Christmas Eve the whole giant calendar will be 
revealed and the window displays will remain on 
view over the holiday period until January 1st.   

St Anne's Advent window will be unveiled at Reflec-

tions in Fore Bondgate on Monday 10th December 

at 10am. The project was launched on Tuesday by 

storyteller, Peter Storr, in a whole-school assembly. 

All parents, relatives and friends are welcome to 

attend the grand opening! 

Our new Office Manager We’d like to officially wel-

come our new Office Manager, Vicky Howard, to St. 

Anne’s. Vicky starts next week and I’m sure will do a 

fabulous job for our school.  
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Christmas at Beamish 

On Tuesday 19th November, Year 1 visited Beamish Museum to learn more about how 

Christmas was celebrated in the past. We wrapped up warmly and despite the threat of 

showers, we were all looking forward to the day ahead. 

We travelled on a modern bus to Beamish and then took the bus from 1918 to Pockerley 

Old Hall. Everyone took part in the Christmas workshops which involved making cinnamon 

biscuits and a pom-pom Christmas pudding. We also played traditional games pin the tail 

on the donkey, charades and hunt the thimble. 

Then it was time for lunch. 

After lunch, we visited the school learnt about going to school 100 years ago. We jumped 

back on the bus and went to the winter wonderland to visit Father Christmas. We told him 

what we were hoping he would bring us and he gave us a gift. Finally it was time to return 

to school and 2018.  

We enjoyed a great Christmassy day at Beamish Museum. 
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Year 2 visit Durham Cathedral Last week Year 2 visited Durham Cathedral to 

learn about the life of St. Cuthbert, one of the Northern Saints. The children 

had a lovely time and were amazed at how big the cathedral is. As always, 

their behavior was excellent and they were great ambassadors for the school.  
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Stars of the Week  - These are our amazing ‘Stars of the Week’. Well done! 

Reception: Harry C and Eva P for fantastic phonics and independent writing  

Year 1: George C for a great attitude to learning 

Year 2: Tom S and Summer B for asking brilliant questions and being kind and helpful 

Year 3: Jadon P for an excellent effort all week 

Year 4: All of Year 4 for a fantastic Class Worship 

 Year 5: Christopher C for working really hard on area and perimeter 

Year 6: Sam W for being extremely kind to others 

 

Year 4 Class Worship On Friday 23rd November, Year 4 led the worship with a theme of 

Wisdom. They confidently spoke about wise people through history, giving facts and inter-

esting information to explain why they were considered wise. After that, they showed a 

short video about the wise and foolish builders as told in Matthew chapter 7 followed by a 

song. Next, they acted out the story of King Canute who, despite being a wise and power-

ful king, could not turn back the tide. They explained that God is the all-powerful king. To-

gether with beautiful singing and a video message from each child, the worship was both 

informative and enjoyable. Well done Year 4! 

 

 

 


