
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question: Will we ever send another human to The Moon?  

Title: Earth, Space and Beyond 

Term: Autumn 1 

Literacy 

• Children will be listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks   

•  reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for 
a range of purposes   

•  using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have 
read   

•  preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 
action   

•  discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 
and imagination   

•  recognising some different forms of poetry 
• Answering a wide range of questions relating to a text- closed and 

open ended. 

 Writing- 

• Children will plan their writing by:  
• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to 

write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar   

•  Extending their use of grammatical features  
•  discussing and recording ideas   

Draft and write by:   

• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including 
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary 
and an increasing range of sentence structures  

•  organising paragraphs around a theme   
•  in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices 

[for example, headings and sub-headings]   

 Evaluate and edit by:   

•  assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
and suggesting improvements   

•  proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in 
sentences  § proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  § 
read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, 
using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear.   

 

Numeracy  

Add mentally 2-place decimal numbers in the context of 
money using rounding; add several small amounts of money 
using mental methods; mentally subtract amounts of money 
including giving change; calculate the difference between two 
amounts using counting up; solve word problems, including 2-
step problems, choosing an appropriate method 

Multiply fractions less than 1 by whole numbers, convert 
improper fractions to whole numbers. 

Use short multiplication to multiply 3-digit and 4-digit 
numbers by 1-digit numbers; use long multiplication to 
multiply 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by teens numbers 

Read, write and compare decimals to three decimal places, 
understanding that the third decimal place represents 
thousandths; multiply and divide numbers by 10, 100 and 
1000 using 3-place decimal numbers in the calculations; place 
2-place decimals on a number line and round them to the 
nearest tenth and whole number; read, write, order and 
compare 3-place decimal numbers. 

Understand and use negative numbers in the context of 
temperature 

Read and mark co-ordinates in the first two quadrants; draw 
simple polygons using co-ordinates; translate simple polygons 
by adding to and subtracting from the co-ordinates; reflect 
simple shapes in the y axis or in a line, noting the effect on 
the co-ordinates; translate simple shapes and note what 
happens to the co-ordinates. 

Draw regular and irregular 2D shapes using given dimensions 
and angles; use the properties of 2D shapes, including 
rectangles, to derive related facts; identify 3D shapes from 2D 
representations; create 3D shapes using 2D nets and draw 3D 
shapes. 

 

 

 

Science  

Knowledge, skills and understanding 
Ideas and evidence in science 
 

• that science is about thinking creatively to try to explain how living and 
non-living things work, and to establish links between causes and effects 
[for example, Jenner's vaccination work] 

• b. that it is important to test ideas using evidence from observation and 
measurement 

 
Investigative skill 
 
2. Planning 

• ask questions that can be investigated scientifically and decide how to 
find answers 

• b. consider what sources of information, including first-hand experience 
and a range of other sources, they will use to answer questions 

• c. think about what might happen or try things out when deciding what to 
do, what kind of evidence to collect, and what equipment and materials to 
use 

• d. make a fair test or comparison by changing one factor and observing 
or measuring the effect while keeping other factors the same 

 
Obtaining and presenting evidence 
 

• e. use simple equipment and materials appropriately and take action to 
control risk 

• f. make systematic observations and measurements, including the use of 
ICT for datalogging 

• g. check observations and measurements by repeating them where 
appropriate 

• h. use a wide range of methods, including diagrams, drawings, tables, 
bar charts, line graphs and ICT, to communicate data in an appropriate 
and systematic manner 

 
Considering evidence and evaluating 
 

• make comparisons and identify simple patterns or associations in their 
own observations and measurements or other data 

• j. use observations, measurements or other data to draw conclusions 
• k. decide whether these conclusions agree with any prediction made 

and/or whether they enable further predictions to be made 
• l. use their scientific knowledge and understanding to explain 

observations, measurements or other data or conclusions 
• m. review their work and the work of others and describe its significance 

and limitations 
 

The Earth and beyond 

The Sun, Earth and Moon 

• that the Sun, Earth and Moon are approximately spherical 
• Periodic changes 
• b. how the position of the Sun appears to change during the day, and 

how shadows change as this happens 
• c. how day and night are related to the spin of the Earth on its own axis 
• d. that the Earth orbits the Sun once each year, and that the Moon takes 

approximately 28 days to orbit the Earth 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will we ever send another human to The Moon? 

 

Earth Space and Beyond 

Cross Curricular Literacy Links  

Class Novel – George’s Secret Key to the 
Universe 

Biography Writing: Neil Armstrong 
Diary Recounts: Neil Armstrong 

Journalistic Writing: Lunar Landing 
Alien Instructions 

Persuasive Writing: Holiday advertisement for a 
planet 

Letter writing: applying for a job as an astronaut 
Science fiction story writing 

Report writing – information about a planet 
Poetry: What is.....Sun? 

Writing scripts: an interview with Neil Armstrong 
(video and present) 

Continuation of George’s Secret Key to the 
Universe 

Book review – George’s Secret Key 

Cross Curricular Numeracy Links 

Distance from the earth to different planets 

Time taken to reach planets 

Data handling- favourite planets- line graph  

Space cake sale – percentages, units of measurement, money.  

 

PSHE 

Treasured memories – coping with bereavement. 
Coming to terms with loss in school.  

Creature Kindness – the advantages and 
disadvantages of pet ownership 

When is Enough Enough? 

A lesson to illustrate how our moral values can be 
gradually eroded. 

 

 

Art/DT 

Pupils will:  

Further develop their drawing skills learning 
about ranging viewpoints, perspective and 
drawing with a variety of mediums. 

 

 

P.E.  

Summer 1 – Athletics  

Summer 2- tennis and hockey  

 

French 

Conversational language 

Writing short letters to pen pals 

Description of self 

 

Music 

 
Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

Use and understand staff and other musical notations  

Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

 Develop an understanding of the history of music.  

 

R.E. Who are the Northern Saints?  

• To identify the 5 key Northern Saints 
• To know about one of the Saints in greater depth 

What is a saint? 
• What makes certain people inspirational figures? 
• What is meant by the term ‘Saint’? 
• The difference between saints and other inspirational figures 
• Why certain places have become pilgrim sites.  
• Why pilgrimage is so important to some people 

What can we learn about the Northern Saints?  
• Why the burial sites of saints are important to Christians 
• That Durham Cathedral was built to house St. Cuthbert’s shrine 

What did the Northern Saints leave us?   
• What the world legacy means in this context 
• About the Christian legacy both physical and spiritual 
• To consider what they would like their legacy to be 
 

Computing   
Developing  an interactive game. 
 
Pupils will: 
Design, write and debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including controlling or simulating 
physical systems. 
 
Use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; 
work with variables and forms of input and output 
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