6th May 2016

Kynren—an
England…

epic

tale

of

“Kynren tells the tale of England, seen
through the eyes of Arthur, a 10 year
old boy from the north east. It
immerses you in 2,000 years
of history as Arthur encounters myth,
legend and history from Roman times
to World War II, witnessing the Viking
and Norman invasions, St Cuthbert and
the Lindisfarne monks, colourful
Medieval feasts, the Elizabethan era,
Georgian Renaissance, the Industrial
Revolution and many others along the
way.”

Congratulations to Jacob in year 6 who
has been cast as the voice of Arthur!
Jacob visited a recording studio in Newcastle to record the script and will play
the part of Arthur in a number of the
shows from July until September.

Congratulations to Isaac in year 1
and Hannah in year 3 who won
our Big Pedal Raffle. Well done
to everyone who took part and
a special well done to those
children who took part every day
for the whole of the fortnight!

Congratulations to Kain in year 5 who has won the British
Kickboxing Championships last Friday in Birmingham. Well
done on an amazing achievement!

Reception’s visit to Auckland Castle.
Today Reception visited Auckland Castle, and what a lovely day for a trip the sun was shining. When we
arrived we were greeted by some volunteers from the castle. We were taken into the hall where a lady
asked if anyone might know who used to live in the castle. Some of the children had a guess “ a ghost”, “a
queen”, “a king”, “a bat” or maybe “King Cuthbert”. We found out that the Bishop of Durham used to live
in the castle and that he used to be a very important person, just as important as the king, as he owned
all the land around Bishop Auckland. Andrew was chosen to wear the Bishops robe, he looked very smart
and very important. We are very lucky to have Auckland Castle so close to our school and our main aim in
visiting was to use our senses to explore the beautiful grounds to look for signs of spring and new life.
We then split into two groups, one group went out into the park to look for signs of spring, collecting the
things that we found to use for a collage later and to stick on a sticky board. The sky was blue and the sun
was shining so the children were able to run and play in the grass collecting dandelions, daisies and other
spring items. Down at the bottom of the hill spring lambs were skipping and playing and the children listened carefully to the birds singing and chirping loudly in the trees. Many of the children commented on
how warm they felt and that they could smell flowers and blossom in the spring air. The other group went
to investigate the castle and the chapel. When we entered the chapel we were asked to sit quietly for a
moment and to look around the room. We were then asked about the things that we could see. We could
see “Jesus on the cross”, and “angels”. We talked about the things that you might do in a church, then the
lady explained that the chapel used to be the Bishop’s banqueting hall where they used to hold great
feasts, but during a war it was knocked down so the Bishop decided to build a chapel. We noticed that
there were many lovely things to look at, coats of arms on the ceiling that belonged to the saints and all
the lovely stained glass windows. We were shown a coat of arms that had lions on, a crown and a crook,
we learned that the Bishop had a crook on his coat of arms because it represented the Bishop looking
after the people, just like a shepherd looks after the sheep. We then followed a trail around the castle
looking out for the items on the leaflet. The trail led us around the chapel, into the Gentlemen’s hall, then
up the stairs. As we got close to the hall the lady explained that we were not able to enter the hall until
the Bishop entered and told us we could enter, so William and Alexi put on the robes and walked towards
the throne. We then got the chance to see the castle’s special paintings the Zurbaràn’s.
After lunch we created our own collages using the things that we had collected as we walked around the
park, the children had great fun and created some fantastic pictures. We are planning to make a special
display in the classroom so that we can all share our wonderful experience. We had a lovely day and the
children were very well behaved, well done Reception.
Please can we also give a special mention to the parents who joined us Mrs Redhead, Mr and Mrs Jones,
Mrs Summerson and Mrs Ripley who gave up their time to support our children. We hope you enjoyed
the day and the sunshine as much as we did.

Stars of the Week
Reception: Edward for super behaviour on our trip and giving great answers to questions. James for excellent behaviour, great prior knowledge
and interest in Auckland Castle.
Year 1: Laycie and Jorgia for excellent participation in class.
Year 2 Nicole and Lucy for excellent participation in lessons.
Year 3: Alex for excellent capacity work!
Year 4: Toby for excellent contributions to class discussions!

Year 5: Sophie for amazing writing and fantastic effort!
Year 6: Kian for a determined attitude in preparation for SATs.

Looking forward to this half term…
9th May- KS2 SATs English Reading
10th May- KS2 SATs SPAG papers 1 and 2
11th May- KS2 SATs Maths papers 1 and 2
11th May- Year 1 trip
12th May- KS2 SATs Maths paper 3
13th May—Unicef Day for change
17th May from 9am-10.15 Cathedral Outreach session 2
19th May from 9.30-12 Tri-Golf at St. John’s for KS2 children
24th May from 9am-10.15 Cathedral Outreach session 3
26th May 1.15-3pm Mrs. Hevey to visit next year’s Y7 St. John’s pupils
27th May- non-uniform fundraiser for FOSA. Close for half-term holiday

