18th March 2016

The children have been thinking about how they
can be generous to our world as our LENT series
comes to an end. We talked about the importance
of appreciating our amazing planet and playing our
part in protecting it. We hope that many of you will
get involved in Earth Hour—any candle lit
photographs would be much appreciated!

Our ‘young leaders’ this week were
looking at the importance of team
work and thought about the change
they want to be in the world.

Holly from year 5
showing her
Dalmatian Coco Portunes
Enchantress at
Crufts. She competed
in the Junior
Handling class with 9
other children and in
the Breed Class with
18 other dogs, only 3
handled by children.
Sadly she didn't win a
prize, but did have
the most fantastic
time.

On Thursday, Year 3 went on a trip to the Oriental Museum in Durham to look at the Egyptian exhibits.
We had the chance to take part in lots of activities throughout the day, such as handling real Egyptian
artefacts, finding out about what the Egyptians ate and learning about the different Gods they worshipped.
Some of us even dressed up as Egyptians!
The highlight of the day was getting the chance to see not one, but two, real Ancient Egyptian mummies!
We really enjoyed our trip and found out lots of new facts about the Egyptians.

On Wednesday morning, Year 4 visited Bishop Barrington School to take part in an African drumming
workshop. First, the children sang some African songs using a call and response technique. Next, they put
together a piece of music and practised polyrhythms and ostinato. After that, they each had an instrument and took part in a whole class ensemble. Exploring the different sounds made by the djembe drum,
they followed rhythms and patterns. Finally, they finished with a series of games involving increased
tempo and volume which were great fun! Everyone enjoyed it!

Fantastic St. Anne’s- Winter Games Round-up.
This week saw the conclusion of the winter games phase of the school games with St. Anne’s enjoying
unprecedented success across a range of sporting events. Since September 2015 our children have
competed in five events within our cluster group, winning four and progressing to county finals. Our
children have represented not only our school but have been proud to carry the flag for the whole of Wear
Valley and Teesdale. All of our children have shown great commitment to practice, great determination to
succeed and great sportsmanship in everything they have done. We are extremely proud of all of their
achievements. Winning local tournaments is a great achievement in itself and to claim medals in county
level competitions is outstanding. Well done kids!
Tag Rugby. St. Anne’s have done brilliantly this year with our team having played in three tournaments,
winning two and finishing third in the county finals. Our children won our cluster group competition, the
district finals and on the 17th March competed in the Level 3 county finals at Maiden Castle, Durham. In an
extremely tight competition we progressed through the group phase into the finals in the afternoon where
we lost out to the odd try 5-4. We then won the 3/4th play off to claim the bronze medal. In all we played a
total of 18 games, winning 15 drawing 2 and losing 1.
Cross Country. Once again we have had tremendous success. In our local cross country event twelve
schools were represented with a high standard evident. Fifty children ran for St. Anne’s, some as fun
runners and others more seriously. We won three out of the four races as teams and qualified for the
county finals at Parkside, Willington. The course was long and very demanding but our children showed
great determination finishing in respectable positions with a silver county medal being brought back by
year 4 pupil Will Tully. Well done to all for showing great resilience and determination.
Netball. A fantastic level of play saw St. Anne’s dominate both our cluster group and then the district
finals, winning a total of ten games in a row! We then progressed to county finals, again representing
Wear Valley and Teesdale, where we secured the bronze medal. Great team work and effort were the
underpinning factors that secured our success.
Sport shall Athletics. In a great show of athletic ability, across a wide and varied range of events, St. Anne’s
finished in first place from the whole of Wear Valley and so qualified as Wear Valley and Teesdale
representatives. Unfortunately, because all level 3 county finals are held on the same day, we were unable to field a team as many of our children were already taking part in either the tag-rugby tournament or
the netball. Nevertheless, we have outdoor athletics coming up in the summer games programme where I
am sure our pupils will excel.
Football. Well done to all our children that have represented St. Anne’s in both of these sporting areas.
Our year5/6 football team finished 4th in the winter league while our 3/4 children finished 3 rd in the spring
league.
Swimming. Congratulations to all our children from across years 3,4,5 and 6 who swam in the primary
school gala at Woodhouse Close in January. We finished 3rd which represented our best result for 6 years!
The summer games hold many opportunities for our pupils. Cricket, tennis, golf, athletics and girls football
will resume in May. We look forward to a great summer of sport.

Stars of the Week
Year 1: The whole class for good acting!
Year 2: Kayla S for a great effort all week!

Year 3: All of year 3 for a fantastic attitude and enthusiasm on our trip.
Year 4: Mia for super teamwork!
Year 5: Jack S for amazing effort in writing!
Year 6: Aaron for an excellent attitude all week.

Looking forward to the last week of this term and
the first week of the next…
On Tuesday 22nd March, the finale of Year 3’s Big Sing event will take place at the Central Methodist
Church.
On Thursday 24th March, join us in the morning for Easter worship (9.15 and 10.45) and in the afternoon
for an Easter-themed Coffee Afternoon from 2pm, courtesy of FOSA (PTA).
Please note that our term does not end until Thursday 24th March, unlike some other schools in the area
which break up the previous day. The children return to school on Monday 11 th April.
On Thursday 14th April, Year 6 parents and children are invited into school for a SATs Meeting with Mr.
Browell and Mrs. Sixsmith
Clubs will resume the following week, commencing the 18 th April

Happy Easter!

