
Communication and Language 
Respond to what you see and hear with 
relevant questions. Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions in response to own experiences, 
stories etc.  
Bowes Museum – a rich language environment, 
to develop confidence and skills in expression. 
Learning to look – who, what, why, when, how 
and where questions in response to Canaletto’s 
paintings.  
Through my window – step into the scene. Use 
your senses to describe what you can hear, see, 
smell, and feel inside the painting.  
Develop expression and communicate with 
others effectively. Develop own narratives. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 
Continue to develop a positive sense of self; and 
others; to form positive relationships and develop 
respect for others. Continue to develop social skills 
and learn how to manage their feelings and have 
confidence in their own ability. 
Be confident to try new activities and say what you 
like or dislike about them.  
Work as part of a group or class to develop ideas 
and play situations. 
Offer opportunities to take into account the ideas of 
others. 
Role play and drama linked to the art work.  
Choose the resources needed for their choses 
activities and say when they do or don’t need help.  

Physical Development 
Continue to be active and interactive. 
Continue to develop coordination, 
control and movement. Learn how to 
make healthy choices in relation to food 
and know the importance of physical 
exercise. 
Continue with the EYFS Movement 
Programme weeks 11-20. 
Daily dance sessions morning and 
afternoon 
Know the importance for good health of 
physical exercise and a good diet.  
Dance linked to Canaletto’s paintings and 
Italian music. 
Large-scale building: bridges, venetian 
gondolas and Bucintoros etc. 

Maths 
Provide opportunities to improve skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers, 
calculating simple addition and subtraction 
problems and to describe shapes, spaces and 
measure. Problem solving. Timelines  
Use the paintings to inspire work on capacity and 
measurement. 
Use the paintings to inspire work on shape and 
pattern. 
Use everyday language to compare and order 
items by length, height, weight and capacity. 
Count reliably with numbers 1-20 and place in 
order. Say 1 more/less than numbers to 20. 
Perform =/- in practical situation and use the 
relevant vocabulary. Use appropriate marks to 
record numbers and operations. 

Reading  
Demonstrate understanding when talking to 
others about what they have read in various 
texts, media etc. 
Use the internet to research Venice and 
Canaletto.  
Find information in non-fiction texts.  
Read stories related to water i.e. The Snail and 
the Whale. 
Use an Atlas to find Venice and research places 
around the world. 
Phonics – Phase 2/3/4 tricky and high 
frequency words. Use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately. 
Read and understand simple sentences. 
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• Could we live on a canal? 
• What would it be like to live in Venice? 
• Who are the people in the paintings? 
• Can a Bucintoro float?  
• How can we prepare for a Carnival 

Regatta? Dress, food, decorations, music, invitations, lists etc. 
 

Carnival Regatta – to celebrate the Take One Picture project. 

Writing 
To use art to develop visual literacy, engage with 
paintings.  
Planning – mind map ideas. 
Create a ‘big book’ of shared work. 
Write lists i.e. ingredients for cooking, party 
preparations, list of guests etc. 
Write invitations for the Carnival 
Captions, speech bubbles, postcards from Venice. 
Draw and label maps of Venice 
Write some common irregular words –spellings 
Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
that match their spoken sounds. 
Write simple sentences that can be read by 
themselves and others  

Understanding the World 
Guide children to make sense of their physical 
world and their community through 
opportunities to explore, observe and find out 
about people, places, technology and the 
environment.  
Italian food – pasta, pizza, breads, ice-cream.  
What do people wear to attend a carnival?  
Where in the world is Venice? Rivers, canals 
(man-made or natural).  
Famous sights in Venice. 
Water – capacity, floating and sinking, water 
flow, why do we need water? Can we survive 
without water?  
 

Expressive arts and Design 
Enable children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as 
providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing thoughts, ideas, and feelings through 
a variety of art, music, movement, dance, role play and design technology.  
Mosaic frames for a photo, mosaic patterns, junk modelling ‘Bucintoro’ and various boats and 
floating vessels, colour mixing, watercolour paintings of boats and Venice, making decorations 
for the Carnival Regatta, banners, flags, bunting, paper chains with a focus on pattern, colour 
and design, clay gondolas.  
Music and Italian 
Children will hear the music of Vivaldi – focus on The Four Seasons. Listen and appraising skills, 
moving to music, explore a violin – how does it make a sound? 
They will sing a variety of songs on the topic of water and will do some simple composing – fit 
their own words to a familiar tune. 
They will learn to count to 10 in Italian and will have a go at some everyday Italian greetings. 

RE 
Is St Andrews the only place to 
worship? 
Children will learn about both Christianity and 
Judaism. They will visit a Christian church and 
have a visit from a member of the Jewish 
community. They will handle and explore 
Christian and Jewish artefacts, learn about 
special people and places of worship as well as 
listen to music used by both religions. They will 
also discover what happens in Jewish and 
Christian wedding celebrations and will have 
the chance to ask questions about each 
religion throughout the unit. 

 



 

 

 

Experiment with floating and sinking at home. 
 
Look for objects in your house or garden that might float or sink. Make a 
prediction about which items might float and which might sink. 
 
Fill a bowl or the sink with water and test your objects. 
Make a list of items that float. 
Make a list of items that sink. 
 
Were your predictions correct? 

Use the internet or books to find out about 
boats. 
 
Are there different types of boats? 
Do all boats float? 
What is your favourite type of boat and 
why? 
How do boats move? 
Can a boat sink? 
 

What is a carnival? 
 
Find out about carnivals around the world 
and make a list of ways to celebrate. 
 
If you had to plan a carnival what music 
would you choose? 
What food would you like to eat? 
Who would you invite? 
 
Draw a picture of your carnival. 
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Approximately 70% of the Earth’s surface is 
covered by water. 
Where do we find water in the 
environment?  
 
Have you ever visited a place with a lot of 
water? 
 
Do you have a photograph of yourself 
visiting a place with a lot of water or can you 
draw a picture? 
 
 

Look for containers in your house to fill 
with water. 
 
Which one holds the most liquid? 
Which one holds the least liquid?  
What does a container look like: 
Empty, full, half-full, nearly full etc. 
 
You could draw or take photographs of your 
investigation. 

Look at a map of Italy 
(you might have a globe or atlas at 
home) 
 
What does it look like? 
Can you find Venice? 
Which part of the map is land? 
Which part of the map is sea? 
 
How would you travel to Italy? 
Could you walk to Italy?  

Find out about popular Italian foods? 
 
Have you ever visited an Italian restaurant? 
 
You could try some Italian food with your 
family? 
 
What is your favourite Italian food? 
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