5th February 2016

February 9th 2016 is Safer Internet Day, a day that is very important to our school and pupils. Safer
Internet Day is run by the INSAFE network and is held every year across Europe, and in other countries
worldwide.
In the UK, Safer Internet Day is organised by the UK Safer Internet Centre (www.saferinternet.org.uk),
and this year’s theme is ‘Play your Part for a Better Internet.’ To celebrate the many positives of the
internet the children at St. Anne’s will be having a special e-safety assembly and lessons exploring how
people communicate online and the impact of their words on other people’s feelings.
Tuesday evening’s staff meeting was led by the Local Authority Educational Development Advisor for
Internet Safety, to update teachers and teaching assistants on current issues related to e-safety.
We would particularly like to draw parents’ attention to the unrest which arises from comments posted
by pupils on the social media site Instagram. Although this occurs out of school hours, this is merely to
advise you that the repercussions frequently affect pupils’ happiness and behaviour towards one
another in school, and in so doing, have the potential to hinder their academic progress. Mr. MacInnes,
our E-Safety Coordinator, has spoken to classes about the possible hazards of communicating via such a
medium and of how to use this means of networking in a more appropriate manner. This important
message has been reinforced through the curriculum in e-safety lessons and assemblies over the course
of the year.
As proud holders of the E-Safety Mark, we believe that internet safety education is a crucial element
of the curriculum and an essential part of young people’s development. It is important that parents and
carers are also engaged and informed, to ensure their children can get the most out of the internet. The
following article should provide useful games advice for parents. To further help you to understand the
benefits and challenges of the internet, we are sending out free copies of Vodaphone’s latest Digital
Parenting magazine next week on Safer Internet Day.

Video Games – advice for parents
Children love to play video games, but there are some risks involved. The two main areas of concern
are:
Children experiencing violent content beyond their age.
Children playing online with strangers and either experiencing inappropriate language, or being
groomed.
The PEGI ratings should help you decide what is appropriate for your child
PEGI 18
The adult classification is applied when the level of violence reaches a stage where it becomes a
depiction of gross violence and/or includes elements of specific types of violence. Gross violence
is the most difficult to define since it can be very subjective in many cases, but in general terms
it can be classed as the depictions of violence that would make the viewer feel a sense of
revulsion.
PEGI 16
This rating is applied once the depiction of violence or inappropriate activity reaches a stage
that looks the same as would be expected in real life. More extreme bad language, the concept
of the use of tobacco and drugs and the depiction of criminal activities can be content of games
that are rated 16.
PEGI 12
Videogames that show violence of a slightly more graphic nature towards fantasy character
and/or non-graphic violence towards human-looking characters or recognisable animals, as well
as videogames that show nudity of a slightly more graphic nature would fall in this age category.
Any bad language in this category must be mild and fall short of expletives.
Further advice is available from www.askaboutgames.com which will also advise on setting parental
controls on games consoles to help ensure that play is safe for children.

Board games and jigsaws appeal from
the Right2B Team!
Please could you donate any board games or jigsaws
that you no longer need at home because we are hoping
to start a new club and/or use them for breakfast club!
Thank you!

Sports Hall Athletics Success!
A very well done to all those Key Stage 2 children who represented the school so admirably at last week’s
Sports Hall Athletics competition at Bishop Auckland College- you did us proud with yet another fine win
for St. Anne’s!
Our fantastic athletes are: Ella C, Katie S, Anya M, Ruth B, Molly V, Elizabeth T, Yasmin C, Shannon W,
Polly H, Lucy A, Jay A, Luke M, Finlay S, Lennon S, Ben C, Kian B, Kain A, Adam L, Mason S, Jack S, Will T,
Callum W and Charlie G.

Parking Plea!
Please park responsibly outside of the school when
picking up or dropping off your children. We have had
reports of a number of cars parking on the pavement
which is clearly dangerous for pedestrians and another
complaint from a neighbour about parents blocking her
driveway.
It would also be much appreciated if you could
avoid parking in the staff car park (unless you are a Blue
Badge Holder), or using it for a pedestrian access to the
school, as the safety of our children is paramount.
Thank You.

Stars of the Week
Reception: Cathryn N for trying hard in phonics.
Year 1: Harry G and Chloe H for quick recall of number bonds.
Year 2: Kate B for working very hard all week
Year 3: Summer T for writing a fantastic Egyptian fact file.
Year 4: Katie B for super work in religious education.
Year 5: Jack H for fantastic effort in writing.
Year 6: Adam L for a spot on attitude and effort in all aspects of PE and Sport.

Looking forward to February:
On the 8th February am, we will have class photographs.
On the 9th February, it is Safer Internet Day. The children will have a special assembly and lessons based
on this year’s theme, in order to refresh the knowledge which gained them the E-Safety Mark last year.
Magazines will be sent out to update parents too!
On the 10th February, Years 1 and 2 will be visited by Jay’s Animals to complement their current topics.
On Friday 12th February, Year 3 will have their class worship for parents at 9.15
Half term holiday begins on the 12th February with school resuming on the 22nd February.
The 22nd February sees the start of Fairtrade Fortnight. Activities are planned for the first week after half
term.
On Thursday, 25th February the school will host a Prayer Spaces Day.
On Monday, 29th February Sarah Gill will lead worship.
Week commencing 29th February will be Parents’ Evenings week. There will be no after-school clubs this
week, as the hall is being used.
Class Photographs Reminder

Please note the rearranged date for the current academic year’s class photographs. The photographer will
be in school on the morning of Monday 8th February.

