4th December 2015

Mrs Carr came to work with Year 2 on Tuesday 1st December. She talked to us about the tradition of
making Christingles as we prepare for Christmas. Mrs Carr demonstrated making a Christingle and
she explained what each part symbolises. We learned that the orange represents the world. This is
important for us to remember that Jesus is for everybody everywhere, not just
for those of us here in school! We learned that the red ribbon around the
orange is there to symbolise Jesus’ blood and to help us remember that he
died for us all. Mrs Carr read a Bible passage from John’s Gospel in which Jesus
explained that he was the light of the world. This is why we light a candle as
part of the Christingle. She placed four cocktail sticks in the orange and told us
that these are to show the four corners of the Earth – North, South, East and
West. The sweets on the cocktail sticks are there to show the good, sweet
things in life – all the lovely things given to us by God! We finished our session
by thinking about how we can let our own lights shine and spread the news of
Jesus around the world.
A huge thank you to all those FOSA
members who volunteered to help in the
Christmas Fayre preparations and
especially to Mrs. Davey and Mrs.
Sowerby, who spent the day decorating
biscuits and making reindeer food. All
your hard work is very much
appreciated.

Year 5 have been supported by a local artist in making these fantastic collage paintings depicting the
World War 1 trenches, to commemorate the Battle of the Somme. These will appear in the Febfest
exhibition in the Town Hall early in the spring term.

Well done to Katie
and all our Mega
Motion walkers!
We enjoyed a
brilliant assembly
last Friday led by
Spiderman
reminding everyone
about the
importance of being
fit and healthy and
walking, biking or
scooting to school.

On Tuesday 1st December, Chris Hudson from Barnabas in Schools visited our school to deliver an
assembly and workshops around the theme of Advent and Christmas. Children from Reception through
to Year 3 explored the story of the nativity and examined the coming of the wise men, carefully
considering the special meaning of their gifts. They also looked at what happened when Jesus grew up.
All the children took part in drama, dance activities and guided discussion. Mr Hudson was particularly
impressed with the knowledge, curiosity and quality of questions raised by the children and the children
all had a great time learning about Advent and Christmas!

On a very rainy Thursday morning on the 3rd of December Reception Class set off on a bus to Hardwick
Park. On arrival a lovely lady called Louise met us to share the story of the Gruffalo and we set off on a
Gruffalo trail around the park. As the rain got heavier we headed up to the Education centre and made a
lovely clay mouse that we decorated with natural materials from the woodland. It was a lovely ‘first trip’
and the children were beautifully behaved, I am looking forward to taking them to taking them to share in
some more adventures in the New Year!
Thank you very much to the volunteers that gave up their time to join us out in the rain, I am very grateful
and please feel free to join us on any future trips!

Multi Skills
On Tuesday 24th November we
visited Bishop Auckland College;
we had been invited to work with
the sports students to play a
variety of games. It was amazing to
see such happy, confident and
brave young children, they were a
pleasure and we are hoping to
return in the New Year to take part
in the ‘Be a Hero’ sports session!

Stars of the Week
Reception: Anna for wonderful writing and phonics and Andrew for being a
super helper!
Year 1: Oliver and Molly for beautiful singing.
Year 2: Alex for excellent singing!
Year 3: Kate for fantastic measuring skills.
Year 4: Harry for working hard and showing enthusiasm!
Year 5: James for excellent singing and fantastic effort in the school choir!
Year 6: Lennon for having a voice of an angel in singing! (for a cracking effort!)

Looking forward to the next two weeks…
Week beginning 7th December
Please note that all after- school clubs are cancelled this week, except for Friday evening’s Dance your
Socks Off, will take place Friday 11th December, replacing the missed session on the 4th December.
On Tuesday evening, our Christmas school discos will take place in the school hall. 5.00—6.00pm for Key
stage One and 6.15—7.15 for Key stage Two
On Wednesday afternoon, Reception and Key Stage 1 will visit the pantomime at Bishop Auckland
College.
On Thursday morning, half of Year 5 will attend a Food Technology session at Barrington.

On Friday afternoon at 1.30, the choir will go to Butterwick Hospice for Carol Singing.
Week beginning 14th December
On Monday, it will be the school Christmas lunch. Details to follow next week.
On Tuesday morning, there will be a practice at St. Andrew’s Church for Key Stage 2 children.
On Wednesday morning, the nativity will take place for Key Stage 1 children at 9.15 and 10.45.
Free tickets for each performance available from the school office from Monday 7th December.
On Wednesday afternoon, Key Stage 2 Carol Service will start at 1.45 at St. Andrew’s Church.

On Thursday, Reception and Key Stage 1 will have their party in the morning, followed by Key Stage 2
party in the afternoon.
On Friday, children can come to school in their Christmas jumpers, or dressed in a festive theme.
The staff would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

