1st May 2015

On Monday Year 3 visited the
ISKCON Hindu temple in Newcastle.
When we entered the temple we
had to remove our shoes and then
sit on cushions on the floor. Our
leader for the day, Kirtida told us a
bit about herself and her beliefs.
We then had an action packed
morning featuring storytelling,
singing and drumming. We also had
the opportunity to dress up, with
the girls choosing traditional saris
and headdresses and the boys
looking very smart in their outfits!
Kirtida then showed us how to
create Hindu face and body art
using paints. We chose different
patterns for either our hands or
faces, such as flowers and the
aum symbol whilst Miss Cooke, Mrs
Hardy and Mrs Peares did their best
to paint our faces!
Finally it was lunch time. We were
served delicious curry, rice and
bread and to follow we had ice
cream with honey!
Year 3 had a fantastic day at the
temple and found out lots of things
to help us with our R.E topic.

We went on a very special trip on Wednesday to St Andrew’s Church. We were met by Reverend Vine who showed
us around. We looked at some special features of the Church, starting with the baptismal font. Reverend Vine
asked the children what they thought may be in the font? They thought “water” - they were right! We looked at a
candle on a really tall stick; Reverend Vine explained that it had been lit on Easter Sunday and that the flame
reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world. Reverend Vine then showed us the lecturn and the pulpit, he
explained that this is where he speaks to the people in Church. He showed us a very heavy book. We knew that it
was the Bible! We went up to the very top of the church and stood around the altar. Reverend Vine showed us the
special vestments he wears during a service. He explained that they are different colours depending on what time it
is in the Church year. We noticed that he had stoles to match the vestments. They were very similar to the stoles
we tried on in school. We also noticed that when he wasn’t wearing the vestments he had something around his
neck. He called this a clerical collar and explained that it was a special sign to show that he was a vicar.
The children then got the opportunity to put Reverend Vine under the spot light and ask him some questions:
“ Why have both the church and our school got Saint in the name.....St Annes and St Andrews?” Reverend Vine
explained that Saint means a ‘holy person.’”
“How did you get the job of a priest?” Reverend Vine explained “When I was a boy I felt that within me God
wanted me to do something special, I felt he was calling me”.
“Why are there so many crosses in the church?” Reverend Vine said they were to remind us of God, Martin also
explained that some people wear crosses around their necks.
“ Who was born first the dinosaurs or God?” Reverend Vine said “that they believe that God has always been here
and that dinosaurs happened later.”
There were many more great questions from the children.
On the way out of Church we had a good look at the outside of the building. “It’s just like a castle!” We saw that the
tower was very tall. Reverend Vine explained that the bells are kept up there. He talked about how the whole
Church building was built in the shape of a cross to remind us of Jesus.
We had such a lovely time at the Church and we learned so much about what makes it such a special Christian
place of worship.
The children were all very well behaved and asked some fantastic questions, you made Miss Purcell and Mrs
Davidson very proud.

On Monday Year 2 enjoyed a visit to the Atisha Buddhist Meditation Centre in Darlington on. We were met by
Dragdon, a Buddhist monk. He wore long flowing robes in maroon and yellow and his hair was very short! Dragdon
asked us to remove our shoes and then we entered the shrine and sat, cross legged, on the floor. The shrine was
like a special room with a big display table full of different things. The main thing was a beautiful statue of Buddha,
but there were lots of other Buddhas too.
Dragdon explained that Buddhism is all about happiness and how you must look for that happiness inside yourself.
We tried some meditation which Buddhists do to make their mind at peace. After they meditate they try to stay
calm and peaceful all day.
There were some tubes of Pringles on the shrine and we wondered what they were doing there! We learned that
they were offerings. Buddhists make offerings of lovely things like chocolate, flowers and jewels. Water bowl
offerings are made every day for 8 different things- drinking, bathing, flowers, incense, lights, perfumes, food and
music.
Next we learned about prostration, which is a bit like a Buddhist warm-up. We joined out hands in a jewel shape
and put them close to our heart. Our fingers had to be apart to symbolise a lotus flower. We touched our hands to
our head, forehead, throat and heart and then bowed down, right onto the floor!
The last thing we did was to make mandala offerings. All Buddhists do this every day. This involved making a tower
of rice, a bit like a wedding cake, and imagining wonderful things.
Lastly we asked questions and found out things like why Buddha has really long ears and blue hair! Dragdon
explained his robes and what each item symbolised. We learned such a lot and had good fun too.

Year 3 led a fantastic class worship on Friday morning on the theme of forgiveness. Well done to everyone who
took part, everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. Congratulations to those children who were nominated by their class to
receive the contribution to school life award this week because of their value of forgiveness. We are very proud of
all of you.

Stars of the Week
Reception—Molly Clay for taking new challenges in her stride and Laycie for
excellent independent work.
Year 1 - Archie Gabriele and Connor Potts for trying hard with their writing.
Year 2—Alex Walker for remembering Buddhist facts and Charlie Proud for excellent effort with
presentation.
Year 3—Harry Blackett for writing an excellent recount.
Year 4—Jack Harburn for excellent problem solving in Maths.
Year 5—Lucy Atley for excellent work in English.
Year 6—Ruth Kidd for perseverance in Maths.

Looking forward to next week…
On Wednesday, Reception will visit Auckland Castle.
On Thursday, school will be closed for Polling Day. Year 6 pupils can attend in the morning only, due to the proximity of their SAT tests and will enter and exit through the fire door of their classroom.
The next week, it will be SATs week for Key Stage 2, with Optional SAT tests for Years 3, 4 and 5. These will form
the basis of their end-of-year assessments.
On the Friday of that week, Year 5 will go to Durham Cathedral.

