13th November 2015

On Thursday afternoon, Year 6 and 4 were treated to an afternoon of creepy crawlies, scaly monsters and
cuddly beasts as 'Jay's Animal Encounters' paid another visit to our School. Amongst the animals there
were bearded dragons, tarantulas, hedgehogs and even a very well behaved skunk named 'Daisy'. Once
again Jay was left impressed by the knowledge our children have and the interesting questions they asked.

Tag Rugby District Champions!

On Friday, our mixed Year 5/6 Tag Rugby
team took part in the District Championships at the Rugby Club in Bishop Auckland
– and won! The team remains unbeaten
over the fourteen games of their last two
competitions and now progress to the
County Finals in Durham in March 2016.
What a fantastic achievement! Well done
to the whole team and a big thank you to
Mr. Bland, who trained them throughout.

Thank you to everyone who chose to
support the work of our local
hospice by planting daffodils as part
of our Remembrance Day reflections. A huge thank you to Mr Bland
for organising almost 100 children to
take part and also to Mrs Shea and
the children who attend Christian
club for their contribution.

On Friday morning we went to Bowes Museum. Finally we got there and Amy showed us the tools people used in the Stone Age. After that we looked at a cave bear skull. It was yellow and it had pointy
teeth.
Then Julia showed us how to make pots. Next we smoothed the pots and decorated them. It was fun!
We had dinner after making the pots.
After we had dinner we had a treasure hunt around the museum. It was hard but we then found the
answers. I loved it!
Then we watched the swan. It was shiny and glittery and sparkly and so so precious.
Finally we went back to school on the bus. I sat next to Kate and we had a game of eye-spy.
I had a really good day. Corinne Patterson, Year 3.

On Wednesday, Year 4 and Year 5 enjoyed a STEM workshop in school. STEM stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths, and their workshops were based around robotics.
In pairs, we learnt how to control a robotic device using a controller, then how to program it using Scratch
(a programming language). After writing the program, we had to test it out and see if the device moved as
we hoped. If it didn’t, we had to try to work out how to change the program. We all managed to make it
move in a square and some of us programmed a triangle.
We also got to play a game of 6-a-side football, where the robots were the players!

“I loved it, we learnt a lot about technology and maths. I loved it so much!” Will
“I had a great time and I loved learning how to connect it! I would like to learn more!” Matthew
“I learnt what STEM means: Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths,” Eleanor
“I learnt how to control a robot,” Sam “I learnt how to use technology on computers,” Jenson

Year 5 spent the whole afternoon with remote control robots! First we were shown a power point
with a picture of Doctor Frankenstein with his monster and how he had made him. Then we were
shown how to work the robots and after that we got to play with the robots on the mats. We then
put two mats together and set up two goals and we got the robots playing football! We had three
matches and the final score was 1—0! Shannon and Louis Year 5

Well done to everyone who
took part in our joint venture
for Children in Need and
JDRF. A special thanks to
Mrs Howe, William’s Mum
who made some fantastic
children in need biscuits that
were sold alongside our
tuckshop and raised £21.
Our grand total was £257.05
which will be divided
between the two charities.

Thank you to everyone who has got involved in Operation
Christmas Child this year. Your shoe boxes will start their
journey to children who really need them next week. A
special thanks to members of the congregation at St
Andrew’s Church who also contributed and to Rev Vine for
transporting them to school ready for collection.

Stars of the Week
Reception: Lucie H and Zachary for fantastic phonics
Year 1—Charlie and Joseph for trying hard
Year 2—Alex for participating in all lessons and Ned for great explaining.
Year 3—Sean for an excellent effort in English and Maths
Year 4—Ben for super work during the stem robotics session.
Year 5—Jack S for excellent effort—great writing!
Year 6—Kyle for an excellent attitude!

Looking forward to next week…
Looking forward to next week, which is Anti-Bullying and UNICEF Outright Week
On Monday afternoon, Rio from Sustrans will announce the winners of our Bling Your Bike Competition
in a special assembly
On Tuesday, Year 1 will visit Beamish to complement their current topic

On Wednesday, years 1, 2, 3 and 4 will take part in a Carbon Reduction carousel to raise awareness of
Climate Change amongst our younger children
On Thursday afternoon, Jet and Ben, the famous police dogs will visit school
On Friday at 9.15, Year 4 will lead class worship for Year 4 parents, grandparents and friends.

