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23rd March 2018 

On Wednesday 21st March Year Four went to Bishop Barrington for a keyboard workshop. This was led by 
music teacher Mrs Bain. Before we used the instruments we played a little recognition game where we 
had to try and name each of the musical notes. Mrs Bain put a timer on the whiteboard and we had to 
race against the clock to see who could be the fastest to name them all! 

Once we had become more confident with naming the musical notes we all found middle C on the key-
boards. We were shown how to hold our hand in the correct position with our thumbs on the starting 
note. Mrs Bain reminded us about crotchets and minims and we played two tunes, each using C and D. 
We played along with a backing track and had to take good care to start and stop all together! 
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On Monday, Year 3 
had a Stone Age 
day! We were visit-
ed by Sarah and 
Lyndsey who told 
us all about the 
Stone Age; the 
different time peri-
ods, their homes 
and the tools that 
they used. But 
since they were so 
impressed with 
what we already 
knew, they handed 
around some arte-
facts straight 
away, including 
animal hide, ani-
mal pelts, pick axes 
and flint stones. 
Then, they showed 
us how to make 
Stone Age por-
ridge. Different 
people in the class 
carefully added the 
ingredients which 
made a delicious 
berry and honey 
breakfast that we 
all tasted! After 
break, we all went 
outside to build 
some Mesolithic 
homes. Every 
group started with 
a Y stick so that we 
could balance the 

other sticks on to it. Then we added smaller twigs, leaves and dry grass to provide better shelter. Some 
of the groups even began to decorate the inside by creating fire pits. In the afternoon, we made fires! 
Real fires! Lyndsey talked to everyone about how to stay safe, before passing around a flint and steel 
tool which, when rubbed together, created a spark. We all practised using this tool and eventually Aston 
lit a fire so that we could cook the trout. While the trout was cooking, each group took it in turns to light 
their own fire – it was much easier with dry materials. Once the fish had cooked, we all got to try it! 
Some of us didn’t like it, but others loved it so much that they had seconds! Finally, we finished the day 
with a nettle and mint tea while having a competition to see which group could remember the most 
facts. Overall, we had an absolutely fantastic day which we will definitely remember! 
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School Winter Games Roundup. 

It’s been a long winter and tricky at times to get events re-scheduled after initial postponements. Many 
competitions seem to have come all at once with St. Anne’s being represented across many sports. 

 I want to thank and congratulate all of our children who have come along and made a positive contribu-
tion to team successes. It’s great that they are so enthusiastic and it’s so rewarding to see the enjoyment 
they gain from being active, participating as well as they can and developing their many abilities. It is so 
important that in the modern era of Playstation and PS4 etc that we develop children who are physically 
literate and able to enjoy participation and sport as a whole. 

Many have gone out of their comfort zones and tackled challenging events such as cross country running. 
I’ve always told them that this particular event is the most difficult we do all year yet they turn up on cold, 
wet lunchtimes for practice and this commitment is undoubtedly the secret of success when competitions 
are held. I am pleased to tell you that we took 8 full teams to the recent Wear Valley and Teesdale Cham-
pionships and managed to secure 2 team places for the county finals. I can’t stress enough what a great 
achievement this was. Well done to each and every runner, conditions were the worst I’ve experienced in 
20 years with the course quickly becoming a mud-bath but they seemed to love it!  

Sportshall Athletics is a more comfortable event and last week our team participated in the local event 
held at Willington where they managed to come out on top. Unfortunately, when all the scores were put 
into the computer from other events we had been pipped by one place which gave us the overall runners-
up spot. Nevertheless the children had a great time and competed to a very high level turning in many 
great performances. Well done to all. 

I couldn’t end this round up without mentioning our swimmers, who finished 5th in the Wear Valley and 
Teesdale Gala back in January or our Tag-Rugby teams who did brilliantly to come 3rd back in October. 
Our footballers have also done us proud finishing 3rd in the league for our years 5/6 teams and our 3/4 
team who gained valuable experience representing our school so well in the Alun Armstrong League. Un-
fortunately we had to miss a couple of matches because of circumstances out of our control but there will 
be more opportunities in the near future. 

Going forward, there will be a range of new activities to try. 
Lunchtime clubs are open to all and we will be introducing one or 
two new sports as well as continuing with the more traditional. ‘Try 
Golf’ will be part of lunchtime activities as will Pro-ride cycling 
where the children can take part in BMX/ off road style cycling as 
well as velodrome events! Details to follow after Easter. 

I just want to finish by thanking you, the parents and carers, who 
always support sport in the school so well and acknowledge it’s val-
ue. Thanks for allowing your children to attend events, coming 
along to support or helping out with transporting your children and 
making sure they have their kit for lessons. I’m a massive believer 
in the positive effects and long term values sport can give children 
that other experiences can’t and it’s great to work with such great 
kids.  



Head Teacher: Mrs L Sixsmith             Minds to learn hearts to care. 

Diary Dates Spring 2018 

Tuesday 27th March: Year 4 trip to the Bowes Museum (Ancient Greek Workshop) 

Wednesday 28th March: Primary Choir Festival at Barrington. Parents welcome from 4pm 

Thursday 29th March: Easter details to be confirmed. 

Stars of the Week 

Reception: Jack O for always doing his best. 
 

Year 1: Imogen K for excellent effort in phonics and Jordan N for brilliant Maths work! 
 

Year 2: Lucy J for writing a great letter. 
 

Year 3: Mia for writing a fantastic acrostic poem about Palm Sunday 
 

Year 4: Jacob R for Great participation during Science activities! 

Year 5: Corrine P for amazing effort and Alex W for always trying his best. 

Year 6: Polly H for an excellent attitude in English. 

Thank you to Rev Sarah from Woodhouse Close Church who led a fun and interactive collective worship on 

Monday and Rev John from Bishop Auckland Methodist Church who never fails to cheer us all up with his 

enthusiasm! 
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