
Reception Class Medium Term Planning Spring  

Setting the Scene: 

 New Year - 2019 

 Seasonal change - winter 

 Investigation – freezing and melting 

A Unique Child Positive Relationships Enabling Environments Learning and 
Development 

 Demonstrating 
independence and 
self-sufficiency 

 Feeling established 
in the setting 

 Characteristics of 
Effective Learning 
– playing and 
exploring, active 
learning and 
creating and 
thinking critically 
update - Spring 

 YES/NO question 
wall 

  

 Collaborative play 
and investigation 

 Circle time 

 Games 

 Free play 

 Parents – 
Home/school book 

 Phonics book – high 
frequency words, 
new and learned 
sounds to share with 
families 

 Reading books – 
reading with adults 
in school and 
families at home 

 Talkboost – ongoing 
– speech, language 
and communication 

 Continuous 
provision 

 Enhancements 

 Setting timeline 
– January to April 
add to monthly 
(season, themes 
and experiences) 

 Forest school 

 Open-ended 
questioning 

 Language rich – 
word walls, 
labelling etc. 

 Studio – art, 
design and 
technology skills 
modelled and 
applied. 
 

 Daily maths input 

 Daily systematic 
synthetic phonics 
programme  

 Maths interactive 
wall – daily 
number work 
moving on to 
‘tricky teens’ 

 Skills  

 New vocabulary – 
wow words etc. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Communication and Language  Physical Development 

Show confidence to speak about their 
ideas in familiar groups. (RR) 
Take account of others’ ideas and 
how to organise their activity. (RR) 
Show sensitivity to others’ needs and 
feelings. (RR) 
Choose the resources they need for 
their chosen activities. 
Form positive relationships with 
adults and children. (RR) 
 
Explains own knowledge and 
understanding, and asks appropriate 
questions of others. 
Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other 
children, e.g. finding a compromise. 
Children are confident to try new 
activities, and say why they like some 
activities more than others.  
 
Understands that own actions affect other 
people, for example, becomes upset or 
tries to comfort another child when they 
realise they have upset them. 
Aware of the boundaries set, and of 
behavioural expectations in the setting. 
Beginning to be able to negotiate and 
solve problems. 
 
They work as part of a group or class, 
and understand and follow the rules. 
They adjust their behaviour to different 
situations, and take changes of routine 
in their stride. 

Follow a story without pictures or 
props.  
Listen to stories, accurately 
anticipating key events. 
Respond to what they hear with 
relevant comments, questions or 
actions. 
Listen to ideas expressed by others 
in conversation or discussion. (RR)  
Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions. 
Develop their own narratives and 
explanations connecting ideas or 
events. 
 
Responds to instructions involving a two-
part sequence. 
Understands humour, e.g. nonsense 
rhymes, jokes. 
• Able to follow a story without pictures or 
props. 
• Listens and responds to ideas 
expressed by others in conversation or 
discussion. 
 
Extends vocabulary, especially by 
grouping and naming, exploring the 
meaning and sounds of new words. 
Uses language to imagine and recreate 
roles and experiences in play situations. 
Links statements and sticks to a main 
theme or intention. 
Uses talk to organise, sequence and 
clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 

Durham County Movement 
Programme – Unit 2 x3 a week. 
PE – ball skills – throwing, catching, 
and kicking with control. 
Games – negotiate space, change 
direction and avoid obstacles. 
Use a pencil holding it effectively to 
form recognisable letters (weekly 
handwriting) 
Know the importance for good health, 
physical exercise and good health. 
 
Experiments with different ways of moving. 
Jumps off an object and lands appropriately. 
Negotiates space successfully when playing 
racing and chasing games with other 
children, adjusting speed or changing 
direction to avoid obstacles. 
Travels with confidence and skill around, 
under, over and through balancing and 
climbing equipment. 
Shows increasing control over an object in 
pushing, patting, throwing, catching or 
kicking it. 
Uses simple tools to effect changes to 
materials. 
Handles tools, objects, construction and 
malleable materials safely and with 
increasing control. 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 
• Begins to use anticlockwise movement 
and retrace vertical lines. 
• Begins to form recognisable letters. 
• Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to 
form recognisable letters, most of which are 



Introduces a storyline or narrative into 
their play. 

correctly formed. 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World 

Core books  
Zog  
Room on a Broom 
Superworm 
Who is Julia Donaldson? What is an 
author? How many books did she 
write? Who draws the 
pictures/illustrations? Would you 
like to be an author? What would 
you write about? 
Use the symbols for setting, 
characters, problem and solution to 
map core books. Investigate the 
problems and solutions in each 
story?  
 
Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that 
are increasingly influenced by their 
experiences of books. Use wow wall to list 
and explore new vocabulary. 
Enjoys an increasing range of books. 
Knows that information can be retrieved 
from books and computers. 

 
Continue to read with an adult in 
school and at home with families. 
Letters and sounds daily (phonics 
skills) - Can segment the sounds in simple 

words and blend them together and knows 
which letters represent some of them. 
Links sounds to letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the alphabet. Begins 

to read words and simple sentences. Uses 
some clearly identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, representing 
some sounds correctly and in sequence. 
Writes own name and other things such 
as labels, captions. Attempts to write 
short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

Count to and across 20, forwards and 
backwards beginning with zero, 
starting from any number. 
1:1 correspondence to 10 
Place numbers in order to 20 
Write the digits 0-9 accurately 
Place value – tens and ones 
Introduce =, -, + 
Add and subtract 2 single digits using 
quantities and objects. 
 
Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 
to 5, then 1 to 10 objects. 
• Counts an irregular arrangement of up to 
ten objects. 
• Estimates how many objects they can see 
and checks by counting them. 
• Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to 
compare two sets of objects. 
• Finds the total number of items in two 
groups by counting all of them. 
• Says the number that is one more than a 
given number. 
• Finds one more or one less from a group 
of up to five objects, then ten objects. 
• In practical activities and discussion, 
beginning to use the vocabulary involved in 
adding and subtracting. 
• Records, using marks that they can 
interpret and explain. 
• Begins to identify own mathematical 
problems based on own interests and 
fascinations. 

 
Measurement – language of length, 
mass, capacity. 
 
Beginning to use mathematical names for 
‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and 
mathematical terms to describe shapes. 
• Selects a particular named shape. 
• Orders two or three items by length or 
height. 
• Orders two items by weight or capacity. 
• Uses familiar objects and common shapes 
to create and recreate patterns and build 
models. 
• Uses everyday language related to time. 
• Beginning to use everyday language 
related to money. 

Observe the changing seasons – 
what is spring? What can you see?  
 
How can we record signs of spring? 
 
RSPB – (link to RSPB bird watching 
weekend and use resources) – which 
birds can we spot in the outdoor 
area. 
 

Technology – complete a simple 

programme on a computer, IWB, 

IPad etc. 

Use the CD Player to listen to 

audiobooks. 

Recognise that a range of technology 

is used at home and in school.  

Select and use technology for 

particular purposes i.e. IPad, camera 

Children know about similarities and 
differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 
They talk about the features of their own 
immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another. 
They make observations of animals and 
plants and explain why some things occur, 
and talk about changes. 

 
Children talk about past and present events 
in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. They know that other children 
don’t always enjoy the same things, and are 
sensitive to this. They know about 
similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design Possible questions 

Music – explore sounds and move to 
music, listen to and play a variety of 
musical instruments. 
 
Wednesday afternoon Expressive 
Arts and Design focus linked to 
themes, seasonal change etc. 
Possible lines of direction: 

 Baking 

 Design skills 

 Crafting  

 Using a variety of tools, 
media 

Begins to build a repertoire of songs and 
dances. 

Who are the famous characters inside my books? 

 What do we know about dragons? 

 Would you like to go to dragon school? 

 Could you be a hero like Superworm? 

 Is there room on the broom for me? 

 Would you have tea with a Gruffalo? 
For all core books. 

 Where is the story set? Setting 

 Who are the characters in the story? 

 What is the problem? 

 What is the solution? 
Seasonal change… 

 Does it feel warmer than yesterday? 

 Do you need your coat today? 



• Explores the different sounds of 
instruments. 
• Explores what happens when they mix 
colours. 
• Experiments to create different textures. 
• Understands that different media can be 
combined to create new effects. 
• Manipulates materials to achieve a 
planned effect. 
• Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a 
variety of resources. 
• Uses simple tools and techniques 
competently and appropriately. 
• Selects appropriate resources and adapts 
work where necessary. 
• Selects tools and techniques needed to 
shape, assemble and join materials they are 
using. 

 What colour is the sky? 

 Is the temperature changing? 

 Have the trees or plants changed? 

 Are there many clouds in the sky? 
Look for similarities and differences in the environment. Make observations of 
animals and plants and talk about change.  

 Make a book about Spring 

 Make a Spring collage 

 Can you take a photograph? Capture an image of seasonal change, can you 
write a caption to go with your photograph? 

 Draw a picture and write one or more sentences about seasonal change.    

 

Possible activity ideas from children and practitioners (areas) including development of skills 

UCarpet Time U – encourage children to ask and answer 
questions, work in talk partners or discussion groups to 
share ideas.  

USnack U– Independent snack, handwashing, selecting 
photograph if on milk list, prepare and access own 
snack and leave snack area tidy. 
 

UTheatre/Role Play U – home corner, families, dressing up,  
Vocab – sing, dance, imagine, try, listen, compliment etc. 
 
Deconstructed role play – use resources and 
enhancements to create play ideas linked to stories, own 
ideas and shared/collaborative play. 

UStudio U– Skills - begin to use a variety tools e.g. finger, 
stick, paintbrush, pastels, chalks, coloured pencils, felt 
tips etc. Investigate different lines – thick, thin, 
straight, wavy, zigzag etc. Label your art work with 
your name.  
 
Malleable – playdough, range of malleable materials, 
cutters, tools, rolling pins, scissors, knives, loose parts 
etc, 

UCanopy/shelter U–  
 
Water play – various containers, pipes, jugs, cups, spoons 
etc. Uvocabulary U– tip, pour, fill, full, empty, measure. New 
‘capacity’ vocabulary with images. 
 
Stage – dressing up, CD Player, props, hats, scarves etc. 
 
Sand - various containers, pipes, jugs, cups, spoons etc. 
Uvocabulary U– tip, pour, fill, full, empty,  

UOutdoors – Ubikes, scooters, pushchairs – learning to 
share and take turns with familiar and unfamiliar 
children. Create and play games with familiar 
equipment imaging and playing collaboratively with 
others. 
 
Garden – exploration and investigation, natural 
environment, observe and record seasonal change. 
How can we care for the wildlife I the winter?  

UWriting U- Use a variety of mark making media, pencils, and 
pens, felt tips, coloured pencils etc. Notepads, various 
paper sizes, colours, books etc. Colouring sheets, pattern 
sheets, clipboards etc.  
 
Display – letter shapes as we learn through phonics, 
phonics activity table. High frequency words, simple 
sentences to read. 

ULoose parts U- (Simon Nicholson) loose parts are 
materials that can be moved, carried, combined, 
redesigned, lined up, and taken apart and put back 
together in multiple ways. 
 
Staff - what Imagination, creativity, freedom, shared 
work, experimenting, exploring, testing, balancing, 
changing, adapting, trial and error, persisting, 
persevering.  

UFocal Area U– RE links – love and friendship – Collective 
Worship. Reflections – reflecting on light and ourselves. 
Love and trust, forgiveness and thankfulness.  
 
RE –Stories Jesus Heard, Stories Jesus told - Know that 
Christians believe in God their Heavenly Father and loves 
them. The Bible is a special book, listen to stories that 
Jesus heard, told. What is your favourite story? Why do 
you like it?   

Learning and Process > Possible Lines of Development > Staff reflection > Assessment of learning > Future 
Learning Intentions 



 


