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School Vision Statement 

‘Minds to learn, hearts to care’ 

Learning is at the heart of what we do here; we offer a rich, stimulating environment to 

develop the whole child, fulfilling academic potential whilst building moral character. We 

encourage creative, unique, open-minded, independent individuals, respectful of themselves 

and of others. 

Inspired by Christian faith and practice, our school provides a caring pastoral base, in which 

each child feels loved, valued and accepted. Through nurturing them on their educational 

journey, our pupils will be confident in their ability to meet the opportunities and challenges 

of a changing world, taking happy memories of St. Anne’s with them into their future life.’ 

Our Vision 

As a Church school with faith at its core, the following Christian values are the building 

blocks on which it is founded, setting the guidance for learning and ethos. trust, courage, 

friendship, endurance, wisdom, thankfulness, forgiveness, service,  justice, peace. 
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EYFS Staff 

 

Head teacher - Mrs Lynne Sixsmith 

Assistant Head/EYFS Lead/SENCO – Miss Ellen Taylor 

EYFS Teacher – Mrs Emily Tonge 

Senior EYFS Practitioner/HLTA – Mrs Helen Davidson 

EYFS Teacher/PPA cover – Mrs Rachel Church 

EYFS Teacher/PPA cover – Mrs Wendy Elsdon 

Early Years Practitioner – Kate Musgrave 
  

What can we provide? 

 
Nursery 

 

All children aged 3-4 can access 15 hours nursery education free of charge.  

 
When can my child start St Anne’s CE Nursery? 

Your child is entitled to 15 free hours per week (term time) of nursery care. 

This can start the term after their 3rd birthday. 

Date of birth Term of eligible 

entry 

1st  April – 31st 

August 

September intake 

1st  September – 

31st  December 

January intake 

1st  January – 

31st  March 

April intake 

 

Can my child start at nursery before they are 3 yrs? 
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Currently at St Anne’s we take children who are 3 yrs old.  Some families 

maybe entitled to free 2yr provision for details of this contact your local one 

point but would need to seek advice on a setting that offers 2 year old places. 

How you I get my child a place at St Anne’s CE Nursery? 

When your child turns 2yrs it would be a good idea to contact St Anne’s CE 

Primary school (01388 603359) and ask for the registration forms.  You can 

also ask to come into school and meet the staff and look around.  

Once we have received your registration forms, with your details and 

days/times you require, we would then contact you informing you your child 

has a place. 

 

Can I choose when my child attends nursery? 

Our Nursery is available Monday-Friday 8:45am-11:45pm or 12:30pm – 

3:30pm. Sessions are available during these times. 

 

Can my child attend more than 15 hours per week? 

Yes, your child can stay for additional hours in the future.  This is paid for by 

you. For our current hourly rate please contact the School (01388 603359) 

 

Is additional childcare available at St Anne’s school? 

Yes, we have a breakfast club that starts at 8:00am. Nursery children access 

this extra care when it is felt that they can manage this extension to their day. 

Please discuss this with the school. Children will need to be booked into these 

extra provisions at a extra cost to the parent. Time used in these cannot be 

included in the 15 free hours entitlment. 

 

Does my child have to be potty trained before starting Nursery? 

We would prefer a child to be toilet trained unless there is a medical reason. 

However if this is an issue please contact the school to discuss how we could 

work together to help your child. 

 

Can my child stay for school dinner? 
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Please ask a member of staff about future lunchtime provision. 

 

When do I register my child for school? 

Application forms are available online from September for parents to register 

your child for full time school the following September. Please could you 

register online even if your child already attends our Nursery. Registration 

usually closes in mid January for intake in September of the same year. Please 

be aware that having your child at St Anne’s Nursery will not guarantee your 

child a place in school, you will need to follow the school application process. 

 

Morning session 

8:45 Welcome time: children arrive at Nursery and have an 

inrformal registration with their key worker. Children can 

meet up with their friends and talk about what they might 

do that day.  

9am – 11:40am Main session: group time/free play/story time etc. 

 

11:40/45am Home time: Parents collect children from Nursery main 

door. 

 

 

Afternoon session 

12:30pm Welcome time: children arrive at Nursery and have an 

inrformal registration with their key worker. Children can 

meet up with their friends and talk about what they might 

do that day.  

12:45 – 3:20 Main session: group time/free play/story time etc. 

 

3:20/3:30PM Home time: Parents collect children from Nursery main 

door. 

 

 

EYFS Fund 

We have an EYFS fund that staff use to buy additional resources for the 

children to use, this may include ingredients for baking or craft items. We ask 
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for a voluntary contribution of £1 a week. Please hand it in to a member of 

staff. 

 

The Learning Environment 

‘Play is the highest form of research’ (Albert Einstein) 

The EYFS learning environment is planned to feel welcoming, homely and safe; 

a place to play, investigate, explore and learn. The staff have chosen calm and 

relaxing colours with natural materials and resources with bursts of colour and 

interesting objects as a stimulus for questioning, fascination and investigation. 

 

             

 

‘Children have a real understanding only of that which they 
invent themselves’ (Jean Piaget) 

 

            

 

The learning environment is divided into carefully planned areas to offer 

children a constant environment that is safe for them to explore whilst 

challenging their learning. It should allow the children the freedom to 

investigate and become independent in making choices. This is called 

continuous provision. Continuous provision supports children’s learning in all 
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seven areas of the curriculum and the characteristics of effective learning. 

When children are left to explore a stimulating learning environment on their 

own, they will learn through playing and exploring. 

 

Playing and Exploring – engagement and investigation 

Active Learning - motivation and concentration 

Creating and thinking critically - thinking  

Our learning environment is linked to a particular interest or theme and staff 

may develop resources to develop a particular skill or concept or to support 

child-initiated learning.  

 

EYFS Uniform/clothing 

We do ask that children in the EYFS stage of St Anne’s wear the school 

uniform polo shirt and jumper but parents can choose suitable bottoms for 

their child. 

 Light blue polo shirt 

 Burgundy school jumper or cardigan (this does not have to have the 

school logo) 

 Grey trousers/skirt/pinafore/jogging bottoms 

 Suitable/flat shoes 

EYFS children are outside in ALL weathers so please ensure that your child has 

a suitable coat and footwear for the winter weather and sun cream and a hat in 

the summer. 

Please send a spare change of clothes in your child’s bag. EYFS staff focus on 

independence and ask that you encourage your child to dress/undress as 

independently as possible. 

 

The EYFS Curriculum 

During the EYFS your child will continue their journey through ‘The  

Foundation Stage’ of their education. The document ‘The Early Years  

Foundation Stage; forms the basis for education from birth to five, stating that 

education should practise four main principles: 
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1. A Unique Child 

2. Positive Relationships 

3. Enabling Environments 

4. Learning and Development 

The curriculum focuses on 7 curriculum areas: 

Prime 

Personal Social and Emotional Development 

Communication and Language 

Physical Development 

Specific 

Literacy 

Maths 

Understanding the World 

Expressive Arts and Design 

The above areas of learning finish at the end of Reception when the children 

are assessed against the Early Learning Goals. Staff will also collect evidence 

and report on The Characteristics of Effective Learning.  

Safeguarding and Child Protection 

All adults are advised to work within the Local Authority guidance and the 

school policy on Safeguarding and Child protection. Parents should be aware 

that we would take any reasonable action to ensure the safety of our pupils. 

The school information and policies can be found on the school website. Please 

use the website address below for further information.  

Special Educational Needs 

At St Anne’s CofE Primary School, we are committed to the equal inclusion of 

all pupils in all areas of primary school life. We recognise the diverse and 

individual needs of all pupils and take into account the additional support 

required by those children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND). 

Special Educational Needs and/or a disability can affect many children 

throughout their school career and beyond. SEND is seen by our school as the 
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child requiring provision that is additional to or different from the rest of the 

class. Our school recognises there are particular groups of pupils whose 

circumstances require additional consideration by those who work with them 

to support their SEN. 

If you would like any further information, please see the school website: 

http://www.st-annes-pri.durham.sch.uk/ 

Alternatively, contact St Anne’s school office or Miss Ellen Taylor  

Tel: 01388 603359 

Email: stannes@durhamlearning.net  

 

http://www.st-annes-pri.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stannes@durhamlearning.net

