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In recognition of its Christian foundation, the Governors and Staff of St. Anne’s Church of 
England Primary School wish that this policy be read in light of the Christian values below, 

in recognition of its commitment to human flourishing at all levels and for all ages. 
 

‘Minds to learn, hearts to care’ 
Learning is at the heart of what we do here; we offer a rich, stimulating environment to 
develop the whole child, fulfilling academic potential whilst building moral character. We 
encourage creative, unique, open-minded, independent individuals, respectful of 
themselves and of others. 
Inspired by Christian faith and practice, our school provides a caring pastoral base, in which 
each child feels loved, valued and accepted. Through nurturing them on their educational 
journey, our pupils will be confident in their ability to meet the opportunities and challenges 
of a changing world, taking happy memories of St. Anne’s with them into their future life.’ 

Values 
As a Church school with faith at its core, the following Christian values are the building 
blocks on which it is founded, setting the guidance for learning and ethos. 

trust, courage, friendship, endurance, wisdom,  
thankfulness, forgiveness, service, 

 justice, peace 
These distinctively Christian values, which are explicit in all that we do, are reflected in our 
aims to: 

 create and maintain a safe, caring, supportive and stimulating school family, which is 

fully inclusive and non-discriminatory and where each child is able to enjoy their 

childhood. 

 encourage pupils to develop an awareness of moral values and an empathetic and 

positive attitude towards all members of the school and the wider community. 

 encourage high aspirations and self-worth by motivating, nurturing and valuing 

every individual, to prepare pupils for life’s opportunities and challenges. 

 celebrate everyone’s individuality and their strengths and efforts, no matter how 

small. 

 provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which: ensures continuity and 

progression; is accessible to all pupils and appropriate to their individual needs; in 

accordance with the demands of the National Curriculum and with the emphasis on 

English and Maths. 

 offer wide-ranging, high quality experiences that stimulate children’s minds and help 

them to be the best they can be. 

 be aware of the range of abilities and experiences of all pupils and meet their 

individual needs, including any special educational needs, disabilities, English as an 

additional language and special gifts and talents. 



 assess, record and track the progress of all individual children and use the 

information to guide their future progress, involving pupils, teachers, parents in their 

further development and ensuring that each child is set demanding, but achievable 

objectives. 

 provide opportunities for children to develop their communication, social and 

problem-solving skills, in order to develop independence and self-esteem. 

 encourage pupils to be independent, by taking responsibility for their own learning.  

 encourage respect for others, good manners and positive behaviour and be aware of 

the effect they have on other people. 

 provide opportunities for children to develop their personal talents and interests 

within the wider school curriculum, by celebrating that there is something wonderful 

and unique in every person. 

 through the lens of the Christian tradition, to promote pupils’ moral, social and 

cultural development, which includes the Government’s traditional British Values of 

democracy; the rule of law; individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of 

those with different faiths and beliefs. 

 provide an education which encourages our pupils to make wise decisions, 

appreciate the wonder of creation and look to the needs of others, wherever they 

may be. 

 provide for children’s religious and spiritual development, including appropriate time 

and opportunity for high quality Collective Worship and Religious Education. 

 ensure that all staff receives the support and training necessary to attain their full 

potential and to meet the development needs of the school. 

 place our school at the heart of the community, sharing, supporting and learning 

together with everyone as equals. 

 value the opportunities we have to contribute to our community and the wider 

world. 

 encourage the development of partnerships and professional links between our 

school and: parents; governors; the church; nurseries; secondary and other local 

schools; all support services and the wider community, to develop the whole child 

and prepare them for life. 

 
 

 



St. Anne’s Church of England Primary School 
Religious Education Policy 

 
At St. Anne’s CE Primary School, Religious Education is an integral part of our school life. We 
are a Voluntary Controlled Primary School with a Christian foundation and, as such, 
Christianity forms the basis of all teaching in the school and how we treat each other. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish a clear and workable framework for the learning 
and teaching of RE at St. Anne’s and to establish a common purpose amongst staff and 
pupils, which may be clearly understood by parents, Governors, Diocese and external 
agencies. 
 
Philosophy 
 
Religious Education makes a vital contribution to the education of our children, playing a 
major part in their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. It helps them to both 
learn about and to learn from religion and to ask ultimate questions which concern all of 
humanity. RE promotes in children the development of positive attitudes towards 
themselves and other people, attitudes such as fairness, respect, self-understanding and 
enquiry. RE encourages respect for all, including those of differing faiths and beliefs, as 
pupils develop understanding and appreciation of our diverse world. RE helps to challenge 
prejudice, discrimination and racism.  It helps, too, in the development of skills in 
investigation, interpretation, evaluation, analysis and synthesis. 
 
Aims and objectives 
  
Religious Education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most 
fundamental questions asked by people. At St. Anne’s C.E. Primary School we develop the 
children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world faiths, and we address the 
fundamental questions in life, for example, the meaning of life and the existence of a divine 
spirit. We enable children to develop a sound knowledge not only of Christianity but also of 
other world religions, especially those that are the main faiths of children within our school. 
Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual 
knowledge and understanding. We develop in the children critical thinking skills to evaluate 
what they learn from religions as well as about religions and to encourage them to foster 
personal opinions that are encountered in the exploration of religion. 
The aims of religious education are to help children: 

 develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; 

 develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world 
religions and value systems found in Britain; 

 develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on 
individuals, communities, societies and cultures; 

 develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious 
tradition; 



 have opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. To 
explore their own beliefs in the light of what they learn, examine issues of 
religious belief and faith and consider their own response to questions raised; 

 develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the 
cultural differences in Britain today; 

 develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make critical, 
reasoned and informed  judgements about religious and moral issues with 
reference to humanity and other principal religions represented in Great 
Britain; 

 develop an awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human 
experience, and of how religious teaching can relate to them. 

 respond to such questions with reference to the reaching and practices of 
religions and to their own understandings and experience; 

 reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study; 

 develop a positive attitude towards other people, have respect for the right of 
other peoples’ views and to hold beliefs different from their own and to 
celebrate the diversity in society. 

The teaching of RE underpins the aims of the school: we have  a positive, caring ethos 
founded on Christian beliefs, where all children are valued and respected and encouraged to 
maximise their potential; every child matters and every success is celebrated ; our children 
will leave us as good citizens, feeling fulfilled, challenged and inspired, and with a solid 
Christian foundation. 
 
 

The legal position of Religious Education 
 
Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 
Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all 
children, including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA 
allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, 
although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school 
governors. It is the responsibility of the school to make adequate alternative provision for 
children withdrawn from RE, however the Head Teacher may wish to establish q working 
relationship with parents to discuss practical implications of their decision for withdrawal. 
The ERA also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have 
given due notice of their intention to the school governors. The religious education 
curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It 
also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE curriculum is based on Durham LA’s 
Agreed Syllabus 2012 and it meets all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA 
states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain 
are in the main Christian  and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings 
and practices of other major religions. At St. Anne’s CE Primary School in Key Stage 1 we 
focus on Christianity and Buddhism, in Key Stage 2 we focus on Christianity, Hinduism and 
Sikhism, whilst looking at aspects of other principal religions. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Teaching and learning  
 
Organisation 
 
Allocation of time for RE recommended as the minimum entitlement is 36 hours for KS1 and 
45 hours for KS2, which approximates to 5% of curriculum time, or roughly one hour per 
week. 
 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE 
allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious 
ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense 
of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to 
think about their own views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the 
RE curriculum. 
 
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and 
extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We use their experiences 
at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover to develop their religious thinking. We 
organise visits to local places of worship and invite representatives of local religious groups 
to come into school and talk to the children. 
 
Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and 
also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage 
or festivals. Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers and working 
individually or in groups. Sometimes they prepare presentations and share these with other 
members of the school in worship. 
 
We recognise that all children in our school have different learning styles and therefore the 
teaching of Religious Education will meet the standards set out in out Teaching and Learning 
Policy, which aims to ensure all children reach their potential. The content and nature lend 
itself to an active approach which is multi sensory. Pupils will be given opportunities to 
actively engage with the material which is taught, for example to handle artefacts, devise 
and make, listen to sounds and silence, visit places of worship, engage in role play, examine 
relevant artwork and reflect on their own experiences and those of others. 
 
We also recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing 
abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for 
example, by: 
 
 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of 
responses; 



 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete 
all tasks); 

 grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for 
each ability group; 

 providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the 
child; 

 using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of  
             children. 

 
Curriculum planning in Religious Education 
 
We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with Durham LA’s Agreed Syllabus 
2012 to provide a continuous and progressive outline for the development of  RE from 
Reception to Year 6. We ensure that the topics studied in Religious Education build upon 
prior learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and 
knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme 
of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school.  
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in Religious Education in three phases (long-term, 
medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the religious education topics 
studied in each term during each key stage. The RE subject leader works out this plan in 
conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. We teach Religious Education 
topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially at Key Stage 1. Some of our medium-
term (termly) topics have a particular historical focus. In Key Stage 2 we place an increasing 
emphasis on independent study of religious themes and topics.  
 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. The RE subject 
leader keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis. The class teacher writes the plans 
for each lesson and lists the specific learning objectives for that lesson. She keeps these 
individual plans and often discusses them on an informal basis with the RE subject leader. 
 
EYFS 
 
We teach Religious Education to all children in the school, including those in the reception 
class. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we 
relate the religious education aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the 
EYFS which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. 
 
 
Contribution of Religious Education to the teaching of other subjects 
 
English 
Religious education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by 
actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts 
that we use in English have religious themes or content, which encourages discussion, and 
this is our way of promoting the skills of speaking and listening. We also encourage the 
children to write letters and record information in order to develop their writing ability. 



 
Information and communication technology (ICT) 
We use ICT where appropriate in Religious Education. The children find, select and analyse 
information, using the internet and CD ROMs. They also use ICT to review, modify and 
evaluate their work and to improve its presentation. 
  
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Through our religious education lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral 
beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we contribute to the 
discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We also promote the 
values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others 
and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and 
understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be 
positive members of our pluralistic society. 
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual 
development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and 
purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through 
the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping 
them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of 
religious faith and values and, in so doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding 
of the cultural context of their own lives. 
 
Teaching Religious Education to children with special needs and disabilites 
 
In our school we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. The teaching of RE is a vital 
part of our school curriculum policy, which states that we provide a broad and balanced 
education for all our children. When teaching RE we ensure that we provide learning 
opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties. We take into 
account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).  
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
St. Anne’s CE Primary School aims to secure for all children a broad, balanced, inclusive and 
progressive education.  The School believes this is the right of all children, irrespective of 
social background, culture, race, ability or disability or gender.  Activities are planned to be 
of equal interest to boys and girls and School is promoted as a welcoming place where all 
children are encouraged to explore and discover the wonders of learning. 
RE makes a valuable contribution to the education of all pupils.  As an essential part of the 
curriculum, it should provide a relevant and worthwhile learning experience for all pupils. 
 
Learning in RE should enable pupils to: 
 

 Respect self and be sensitive to the needs of others 

 Challenge inequalities and discrimination associated with race, religion, culture, 
gender, ability or socio-economic groups 



 
 
Assessment and recording 
 
We assess children’s work in Religious Education by making informal judgements as we 
observe them during lessons. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we 
comment as necessary. On completion of a unit of work, we make a summary judgement 
about the work of each pupil in relation to the national curriculum levels of attainment.  
 
Resources 
 
We are developing sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our religious 
education teaching units. We keep resources for Religious Education in boxes of equipment 
for each world religion to be studied. There is a set of Bibles for both key stages and a 
collection of religious artefacts which we use to enrich teaching in religious education. The 
school library has a supply of RE topic books and we are increasing the range of computer 
software available to support the children’s individual research.  
 
 
The Role of the Religious Education Subject Leader 
 
Monitoring and review 
 
The RE subject leader is responsible for 

 monitoring the effectiveness of the planned and delivered RE curriculum standards of the 
children’s work and the quality of the teaching in religious education.  

  for guiding and supporting colleagues in the teaching of religious education 

  for providing or sourcing appropriate training and development 

  for auditing and monitoring the quality of RE resources, including online and other we-
based technologies 

  for  being informed about current developments in RE 

 for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 

 for presenting the Head teacher with an annual action plan and report which evaluates the 

strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. This 
report is used to inform the School Development Plan. 

 for ensuring parents are informed of any developments concerning RE. 

 for working with Foundation Governors and the Vicar of St. Anne’s and St. Andrew’s and 

ensuring that they are informed of any changes in RE provision and amendments to school 
policy, which is to be made available to them for discussion and approval. 
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